
2-Year-Olds   Knowing | Week 4 
!
 
 
 

DAVID AND 
THE ARK 
OF GOD 
2 Samuel 6:1-15 
 
God Story: 
David and the Ark of God | 2 Samuel 6:1-15 
 

Big Idea: 
God wants us to know him. 
 

Key Verse: 
“Come near to God, and he will come near to you.” James 4:8 
 
Leader Tip: 
Prepare the free-play activities and pray for the children in your group before 
they arrive. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1. Play-Doh Ark      Free Play 
Introduce the ark of God and encourage the children to shape their own 
special boxes with Play-Doh. 

2. Ark of the Covenant    Free Play  
Practise the children’s fine motor skills as you tell them about the ark. 

3. Key Verse Activity     Large Group 
Learn together as you hop to the key verse. 

 
 
 

CIRCLE TIME! 
 

4. Music       Large Group 
Dance, wave scarves, sing, and bust a move to Little Praise Party’s  
“My Best Friend.” 

5. Bible Story      Large Group 
King David and the Ark script 

 
 

 
6. God is With Us Box Craft   Large Group 

Decorate an ark activity page with gold paper and crayons. Encourage 
the children to use their craft to re-tell the Bible story at home. 

7. Count to 10     Free Play 
Emphasize God’s 10 rules in this counting activity. 

8. Carry the Ark/God Is With Us Dance  Free Play 
Travel the “path to Jerusalem” and deliver a pretend ark. 
 

  
 

9. Dismissal 
Connect with parents. Don’t forget to give out take home cards! 



!
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1. PLAY-DOH ARK 
 
Supplies:  
• Allergy alert 

poster 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Sample ark 

picture 
• Play-Doh 
• Rollers 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the allergy alert poster in a place where parents will 

see it when they drop off their children. 
• Put the Play-Doh supplies on a table. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• To learn more about the ark that held the 10 

Commandments, review today’s Bible story script.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, gather a few children together at the table 

where you placed the supplies. 
b. Explain that in today's story, the children will hear about a 

special golden box that people used to hold God's rules. 
c. ASK: What do you think the special box could have looked 

like? 
d. Show the children the sample picture.  
e. Encourage them to make their own special boxes with 

Play-Doh. Show them how to make handles. 
f. As the children play, tell them that God used the rules that 

were placed in the box to help people get to know him a 
little—but what God really wants is for us to get to know 
him a lot. 

g. Emphasize the Big Idea: God wants us to know him. 
h. Repeat the activity with a new group of children. 

 

2. ARK OF THE COVENANT 
 
Supplies:  
• 2 Ark of the 

Covenant lacing 
cards with strings 
attached 

Leader Tips:  
• Prepare for this activity by placing the lacing cards on a 

table. 
• It's okay if the children don't lace the holes in order! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Invite 1 or 2 children to join you at the table where you 

placed the lacing cards. 
b. Encourage them to lace around the edges of the cards. 

Show them how to lace hand over hand if needed.  
c. As the children are lacing, tell them about the special 

golden box that held God’s rules. 
d. When a child finishes with a card, unlace it and invite 

another child to try the activity. 
 
3. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key verse divided 

onto 6 sheets of 
paper 

• Masking tape 
 
 

Before the Activity: 
• Tape the key verse papers onto the floor. Be sure to tape 

down all sides so the children do not trip on the papers. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children where you set up the key verse papers 

on the floor. 
b. Read this month’s key verse aloud: “Come near to God, and 

he will come near to you.” (James 4:8) 
c. Lead the children in hopping from paper to paper. 
d. While hopping, encourage everyone to repeat the key 

verse with you.  
e. Prompt the children to repeat the activity with different 

actions (e.g., crawl, swim, walk forwards and backwards). 
f. Continue the activity as long as the children are interested. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies: CD player, tidy up and/or circle time songs on class CD 
  
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easily accessible during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the following activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 
4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “My Best Friend” 

(track 4) on Little 
Praise Party: My 
Best Friend CD 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Tape the lyrics sheet to a wall or play panel so all the leaders 

can see it during this activity. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Children will be excited if you’re excited. Set the tone by 

being energetic and leading by example. 
• Feel free to extend your music time with your class CDs. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the song. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the song.  

b. If using supplies, give them to children before starting. 
c. After the music is finished, prompt children to return any 

supplies to the bin. 
 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• King David and 

the Ark script 
(see below) 

• Crown 
• Ark (box) 
• Musical 

instrument from 
class supplies 

Instructions: 
a. Have all the children sit with you on the floor. 
b. Tell the children that today’s story about David and the ark 

is from the Bible. 
c. Read the script (see below) and be sure to use the props to 

help make the story interesting for the children. 
d. Emphasize the Big Idea: God wants us to know him. 
e. PRAY: Dear God, Thank you for the story of King David and 

the special box, the ark. Thank you for Jesus and the way 
that he showed us the very best way to live. Thank you that 
you want us to know you. We love you. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen. 

 
King David and the Ark 
 
David became king [place crown on your head] just as God promised that he would. 
He lived in a city called Jerusalem, and there, life was pretty good [thumbs up]. 
 
He knew there was a special box, the ark! [show the box to the children] It held the Ten 
Commandments inside.  
These were 10 special rules that God had given and David wanted them by his side. 
 
But the special box, the ark of God, was very far away.  
And so, King David had it brought back so with him it would stay. 
 
When it was carried closer to the city where David dwelled,  
People played instruments so their worship to God swelled [use a musical instrument to 
play some music] 
 
David led them as they carried the special box into the city.  
And he danced the whole way! He danced so much, it wasn’t pretty! [encourage 
everyone to stay seated and dance with all of your might!] 
 
Later on in God's story, Jesus told his disciples—that’s me and you— 
the rules are good, but it’s most important to love God and love others, too.  
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6. GOD IS WITH US BOX CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Ark of the 

Covenant activity 
pages 

• Gold paper 
• Glue sticks 
• Crayons 

Leader Tip:  
• Help the children write their names on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child an activity page, gold paper, and a glue stick. 
c. Have the children glue the gold paper onto the box.  
d. Place the crayons where everyone can reach them. 
e. Encourage the children to colour their activity pages. 
f. Tell the children that they can show their picture to 

someone at home and re-tell today’s story. 
 
7. COUNT TO 10 
 
Supplies: 
• 10 large grey 

pom-poms 
• Empty lesson bin 

 

Leader Tip: 
• The supplies for this activity are re-used in the following 

Carry the Ark/God Is With Use activity. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather a few children together during free play. 
b. Count the 10 pom-poms and place them inside the bin. 
c. Explain that the pom-poms represent God’s rules.  
d. Encourage the children to take turns counting the pom-

poms while taking them out and returning them to the bin. 
e. SAY: God used the special rules that the ark held to help 

people get to know him a little, but what God really wants is 
for us to get to know him a lot. God wants us to know 
him. 

 

8. CARRY THE ARK/GOD IS WITH US DANCE 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 
• 10 large grey 

pom-poms 
• Empty lesson bin 
• Musical 

instruments 
 

Before the Activity: 
• Tape a fun, curvy path on the floor that winds around your 

space. Re-use the pop-pom “commandments” and empty 
lesson bin “ark” from the Count to 10 activity. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather a few children at a time to join you on your taped 

“path to Jerusalem.” 
b. Remind the children about the special box from today's 

Bible story.  
c. Have them take turns carrying the “ark” along the path. 

Remind them how carefully it was carried to Jerusalem. 
d. The rest of the children can play instruments and cheer on 

the person carrying the ark. 
e. Once the ark arrives in “Jerusalem” (the end of the path), 

lead the children in shouting the Big Idea: God wants us to 
know him. 

f. Repeat the activity with a new group of children. 
 
9. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts 
• Take home cards 
• Key verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children.  
b. Give parents take home cards and key verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


