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BOY JESUS 
AT THE 
TEMPLE 
LUKE 2:41-52 
 
 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Boy Jesus at the Temple | Luke 2:41-52 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus grew up with family and friends—just like you and me. 
 
Key Verse: 
“This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” Matthew 17:5b 
 
Leader Tip: 
 Prepare the free-play activities and pray for the children in your group before they 
arrive. 
 
 
 

 

1. Building Up the Temple Free Play 
Help the children build a pretend temple with blocks as you describe Jesus 
visiting the temple in Jerusalem as a boy.  

2. Snowflake Match Free Play 
Play a matching pictures game to introduce today’s Bible story. 

3. Hide the People! Large Group 
Encourage the children to work together to find “lost people” hidden around 
your class space.  

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Sing, play instruments, and get moving along with “Whoa, I Have Life” on the 
Little Praise Party: My Best Friend CD.  

5. Bible Story Large Group 
Read “Where Is Jesus?” in The Rhyme Bible Storybook. 

6. Key Verse Activity Large Group 
Find the hidden pieces of this month’s key verse and place them in order. 

 

 
7. Craft Large Group 

As the children work on colouring pages, review the Bible story and highlight 
this month’s new Big Idea. 

8. Scroll Writing Free Play 
Invite the children to depict their favourite Bible stories on a scroll. 

9. Looking for Jesus Large Group 
Lead the children in a variety of fun actions as you pretend to look for Jesus. 

 

 
10. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
	



!
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1. BUILDING UP THE TEMPLE 
 
Supplies: 
• Blocks 
• Picture of a 

temple 

Before the Activity: 
• Place the blocks and picture on a table. 
 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group of children to do them.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, gather a few children together at the table 

where you placed the supplies. 
b. Show the children the picture of a temple.  
c. Explain that in today's story Jesus travels with his parents 

to a temple.  
d. Encourage the children to work together to build a pretend 

temple with the blocks. Remind them to include a door so 
that people can get inside!  

e. Talk about Jesus and his parents going to the temple as the 
children build. 

f. SAY: Sometimes we go travelling, too! Have you ever 
travelled somewhere, like your grandma's house?  

g.  (Optional) If you know the song "Building up the Temple," 
you could sing it with the children as they play. 

 

2. SNOWFLAKE MATCH 
 
Supplies:  
• 2 sets of 

matching 
pictures (boy 
Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, temple, 
scroll, Pharisees) 

Before the Activity: 
• Mix up the pictures and spread them out face down on a 

table.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite a few children to join you at the 

table where you set up the pictures. 
b. Explain that the goal is to find matching pictures. 
c. Demonstrate how to flip over 2 pictures at a time. If they 

match, cheer and set them aside. If they do not match, flip 
them back over. 

d. Encourage the children to take turns looking for pairs of 
pictures. Help them as needed. 

e. As you play the matching game, describe how the pictures 
on the cards relate to the upcoming Bible story. 

 
3. HIDE THE PEOPLE! 
 
Supplies: 
• Paper people 

cutouts 
 

Before the Activity:  
• Hide the paper people around your class space before the 

children arrive. Make sure you count the cutouts before 
hiding them. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather all the children together for this activity. 
b. Explain that in today's story they will learn about a time 

when Jesus was lost and his parents needed to find him. 
c. SAY: There are paper people who are lost right here in our 

classroom. Will you help me find them?  
d. Tell the children how many cutouts they need to find. 

Encourage them to work together to find all the “lost 
people” and bring them to you. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• CD player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs on class CD 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easily accessible during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the God Story activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 
4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “Whoa, I Have 

Life” (track 3) on 
Little Praise Party: 
My Best Friend 
CD 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Remember, you set the tone by being energetic and having 

fun during music activities. 
• Feel free to extend your music time with the class CDs. 
 
Instructions: 
a. If using supplies, hand them out before starting. 
b. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the song. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the song.  

c. After the music is finished, prompt the children to return 
any supplies to the bin. 

 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Where Is Jesus?” 

(Luke 2) in The 
Rhyme Bible 
Storybook  
(p. 140) 

Leader Tips: 
• Point to the scroll in the picture on page 148 so that the 

children know what scrolls are in the Scroll Writing activity. 
• Use the Bible story to start conversations about God with 

the children.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit on the floor with you. 
b. Tell them that today’s story is from the Bible. 
c. Read the story to the children. Use an expressive voice and 

show everyone the pictures. 
d. To wrap up, PRAY: Dear God, thank you for teaching us that 

Jesus had a family just as we do and that he knew you were 
his father, too. Thank you for sending Jesus. Amen. 

 
6. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Words of the key 

verse printed on 
Jesus cutouts 

• Key verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

 

Before the Activity:  
• Hide the cutouts around your class space. 
• Hang the key verse sign where the leaders can read it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Explain that there are 5 “lost” Jesus cutouts hidden around 

your class space. 
b. Lead the children in searching for the cutouts together.  

Be enthusiastic as you help them look! 
c. Once the group finds all the cutouts, place them in order on 

a table: “This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased 
with him. Listen to him!” Matthew 17:5b. 

d. Read the verse aloud to the children. 
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7. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Jesus in the 

Temple colouring 
pages 

• Crayons 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure the children’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child a colouring page and a crayon. 
c. Encourage the children to trade crayons with their friends 

as they colour. 
d. Remind the children that Jesus’ parents found him teaching 

in the temple. He had a family but he was also God.  
e. Emphasize the new Big Idea for the month: Jesus grew up 

with family and friends—just like you and me. 
 
8. SCROLL WRITING 
 
Supplies: 
• Paper and dowel 

scroll 
• Crayons 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity:  
• Place the scroll and crayons on a table.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite small groups of children to draw or 

“write” their favourite Bible stories on the scroll.  
b. Remind them that Jesus used scrolls when he taught at the 

temple. 
c. Place the completed scroll in a place where parents will see 

it when they pick up their children. 
 

9. LOOKING FOR JESUS 
 
Supplies: 
• None 
 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children together in an open space on the floor. 
b. Remind them that Jesus’ parents returned to the temple to 

look for Jesus when he was missing. 
c. Play a fun game of Follow the Leader. Use a variety of 

actions as you lead the children in pretending to look for 
Jesus together. 

d. Wrap up the game by pretending to find Jesus in the 
temple.  

 
 

 
 
10. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take home cards 
• Key verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give parents take home cards and key verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take any crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


