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LIKE 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Word | John 1:1-18 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus is what God is like. 
 
Key Verse: 
In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. | John 1:1 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• There may be new families coming to church at the beginning of the new 

year. Be sure to introduce yourself! 
• This week highlight that Jesus is what God is like. All we need to do is look to 

Jesus to see God’s qualities.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 
Lead into the lesson by discussing ways to get to know a new friend, and 
how some of the same ways can be used to get to know God. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Write or draw descriptions of who the kids think Jesus is. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and create mini reading journals that the kids 
can use to learn about Jesus at home. 
 

5. Key Verse Activity 8 minutes 
Challenge everyone to memorize John 1:1 together. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask: Imagine meeting someone new somewhere 

like school or church. You’d like to be their friend. 
How could you get to know that person? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Highlight two options: They could talk to or spend 
time with that person directly. Or they could talk to 
someone who knows that person well. 

e. Explain that when we want to know God better, we 
can do the same things. We can spend time with 
God (e.g., praying and listening). We could also 
spend time with someone who knows God well: 
Jesus! Learning from other people who follow Jesus 
and have known him longer is helpful, too. 

f. Emphasize that God and Jesus have always been 
together. When Jesus came to earth, humans were 
given a chance to get to know God. That’s because 
Jesus is what God is like.  

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Craft paper 
• Markers 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, write “Jesus is...” in the middle 

of the craft paper.  
• Place the markers with the paper on the floor or a 

table. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone around the paper. 
b. Invite the kids to draw or write descriptions of what 

they think Jesus is like. 
c. When they’re done, review their ideas as a group. 
d. Hang the paper where parents will see it when they 

pick up their kids. 
 
 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Word | John 1:1-18) 
• Life Story (Father and sons can have a lot in 

common! We take a look at some father-son 
relationships.) 
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4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• My Jesus 

Journal papers 
• Cardstock 

covers 
• Stapler 
• Markers 
• Pens 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are in their journals. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is the new Key Verse? (John 1:1) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• How can we learn about what Jesus is like?  

c. Highlight that reading the Bible is a great way to 
learn about Jesus. We can read stories that people 
recorded about their experiences with him. They 
show us how Jesus treated others, how he talked to 
them, and what he thought of them. Remember, 
Jesus is what God is like! 

d. Explain that everyone is going to make a journal. It 
will have a list of Bible stories the kids can look up, as 
well as space to record what they learn.  

e. Give each person a set of journal papers and a cover. 
f. Place the other supplies where everyone can reach 

them easily. 
g. Help the kids staples together their papers and 

covers to create their journals. 
h. Encourage them to decorate their covers. 
i. As they work, review the list of Bible stories. Suggest 

that the kids read them with a parent or an older 
sibling. Then they can use words or pictures to show 
what they learned about who Jesus is. 

 

5. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Sticky notes 

Before the Activity:  
• Hang the Key Verse sign in a spot where the kids can 

all gather around it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone back together as a large group 

around the Key Verse sign. 
b. Lead the kids to say John 1:1 out loud. 
c. Ask: Who is the “Word” in this verse? (Jesus!) 
d. Re-read the verse and replace “Word” with “Jesus.” 
e. Practise saying the verse together phrase by phrase. 
f. Use sticky notes to cover up the words on the sign 

and make it more challenging. 
g. See if anyone can memorize the complete verse! 
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6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home and Key Verse cards.  
c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


