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LIONS! 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Daniel and the Lions’ Den | Daniel 6 
 
Big Idea: 
In God’s kingdom, we have nothing to fear. 
 
Key Verse: 
And he was given authority, glory and a kingdom. People of all nations, no 
matter what language they spoke, worshiped him. His authority will last  
forever. | Daniel 7:14a (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
Preparing in advance will help you lead well during this season. Expect higher 
attendance than usual, and welcome any kids joining your group for the first 
time. Remind everyone about the expectations set at the beginning of the year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into the lesson and prepare for the Prayer activity by asking the 
kids about their fears. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Highlight today’s Big Idea as teams compete in a hopscotch race. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and create puppets the kids can use to act 
out the story. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Pray about the kids’ fears from the Conversation Starter. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Small pieces of 

scrap paper 
• Pens 
• Container (e.g., 

small empty 
supply bin) 

Leader Tips: 
• The papers will be used during the Prayer activity.  
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Give each person a piece of scrap paper and a pen. 
c. Describe something you’re afraid of (e.g., spiders).  
d. Ask: What are you afraid of? 
e. Direct the kids to write their answers on their papers 

and place them in the container. Help with spelling 
as needed. 

f. If time permits, ask: 
• Have you ever overcome a fear? How did you do 

it? 
• Is there anything you’re not afraid of that most 

other people think is scary? 
g. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 

share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

h. Set aside the container with the papers to use later. 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 
• Big Idea 

hopscotch 
cards 

• Beanbags 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, tape a start line on the floor at 

one end of your group’s space. Make sure everyone 
will fit behind it. 

• Arrange the two sets of hopscotch cards on the 
floor a short distance away from the line. Tape down 
all the edges to prevent tripping. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Divide the kids into two teams. 
b. Line them up behind the start line. 
c. Introduce this week’s Big Idea: In God’s kingdom, 

we have nothing to fear. 
d. Let everyone know that they’re going to compete in 

No Fear Hopscotch! 
e. Demonstrate how to jump on the hopscotch cards 

and read the words from today’s Big Idea as you 
land on each one. 

f. Guide the team members to take turns racing. 
g. Play again and add the beanbags to make it more 

challenging. Before each turn, have the kids toss a 
beanbag onto one of their team’s hopscotch cards. 
They must avoid jumping on that square. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Daniel and the Lions’ Den | Daniel 6) 
• Life Story (Lauren has lived with diabetes since 

she was very young. She explains what diabetes 
is and how God gives her the courage to live with 
it confidently.) 

 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Leader’s Bible 
• Daniel activity 

pages 
• Big Idea paper 

bags 
• Craft sticks 
• Cupcake liners 
• Markers 
• Scissors 
• Glue 

Leader Tips:  
• Remember to bring your Bible for the kids to see. 
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their bags. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is the new Key Verse? (Daniel 7:14) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• How would you have felt if you were Daniel? 

c. Show the kids your Bible. Encourage them to pass it 
around. As they do, explain that Daniel is a book in 
the Old Testament. It’s near the middle of the Bible. 

d. Demonstrate how to look up Daniel 6:22-23. Read 
the verses aloud. 

e. Remind everyone that we don’t need to be afraid 
because, in God’s kingdom, we have nothing to 
fear—not even lions!  

f. Give each person an activity page, a paper bag, four 
craft sticks, and a cupcake liner. Place the other 
supplies where everyone can reach them easily.  

g. Direct the kids to colour in the figures and to colour 
the cupcake liner like a lion’s mane. 

h. When they’re done colouring, instruct them to cut 
out all the figures. Help with the cutting if needed.  

i. Show the kids how to glue a cupcake liner onto a 
craft stick to create a lion’s mane. Then glue the lion 
face onto the centre of it.  

j. Guide everyone to glue the Daniel, angel, and King 
Darius figures onto the remaining craft sticks.  

k. Encourage the kids to act out the story of Daniel’s 
safe escape from the lions’ den. Have fun roaring like 
lions!  

l. To wrap up, have the kids put their puppets into 
their paper bags to take home. 
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5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Container with 

papers from 
Conversation 
Starter 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a circle. 
b. Remind the kids that in God's kingdom, we have 

nothing to fear. We can tell God about what we’re 
afraid of so that he can help us. 

c. Take a paper out of the container and pray, “Thank 
you, God, that we don’t have to be afraid of [read 
the fear written on the paper], because we are a 
part of your kingdom.” 

d. Pass the container to the person beside you. 
e. Prompt them to take a paper out of the container 

and repeat your prayer, “Thank you, God, that we 
don’t have to be afraid of [read the fear], because 
we are a part of your kingdom.” Help with repeating 
the prayer and reading the paper as needed. If 
anyone does not want to pray, allow them to pass 
the container on to the next person.  

f. Continue passing around the container and praying 
until it’s empty. 

g. To wrap up, encourage the kids to jump for joy 
because God has set us free from fear! Lead 
everyone to jump as high as they can with their 
arms stretched to the sky. 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home and Key Verse cards.  
c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


