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LIONS! 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Daniel and the Lions’ Den | Daniel 6 
 
Big Idea: 
In God’s kingdom, we have nothing to fear. 
 
Key Verse: 
And he was given authority, glory and a kingdom. People of all nations, no 
matter what language they spoke, worshiped him. His authority will last  
forever. | Daniel 7:14a (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
Preparing in advance will help you lead well during this season. Expect higher 
attendance than usual, and welcome any kids joining your group for the first 
time. Remind everyone about the expectations set at the beginning of the year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into the lesson and prepare for the Prayer activity by asking the 
kids about their fears. Introduce the Big Idea. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Get everyone moving as they show how afraid they are of a variety of 
common fears. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching, and then look up and discuss 1 John 4:18. 
Create chatterboxes for the kids to play with together. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Pray about the kids’ fears from the Conversation Starter. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Small pieces of 

scrap paper 
• Pens 
• Container (e.g., 

small empty 
supply bin) 

Leader Tips: 
• The papers will be used during the Prayer activity.  
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Give each person a piece of scrap paper and a pen. 
c. Describe something you’re afraid of (e.g., spiders).  
d. Ask: What are you afraid of? 
e. Direct the kids to write their answers on their papers 

and place them in the container. Offer to help with 
spelling if needed. 

f. Introduce this week’s Big Idea: In God’s kingdom, 
we have nothing to fear! 

g. If time permits, ask: 
• Have you ever overcome a fear? How did you do 

it? 
• Is there anything you’re not afraid of that most 

other people think is scary? 
h. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 

share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

i. Set aside the container with the papers to use later. 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, tape a line on the floor down 

the middle of your group’s space. Make it long 
enough for everyone to stand on at the same time. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Guide everyone to find a spot to stand on the line. 
b. Tell the kids that you’re going to ask them a series of 

“Are you afraid of...?” questions. If they are not afraid 
of that thing, they should step to the right of the 
line. If they are afraid of that thing, they should step 
to the left of the line. The more afraid they are of 
that thing, the further away from the line they 
should move! 

c. Ask, “Are you afraid of...?”: 
• sharks 
• thunderstorms 
• spiders 
• deep water 
• snakes 
• the dark 
• heights 
• mice 
• talking in front of a crowd 
• tests at school 

d. Pause after each question and prompt the kids to 
move to the right (not afraid) or somewhere to the 
left (afraid). 

e. Remind everyone that in God’s kingdom, we have 
nothing to fear! 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Daniel and the Lions’ Den | Daniel 6) 
• Life Story (Lauren has lived with diabetes since 

she was very young. She explains what diabetes 
is and how God gives her the courage to live with 
it confidently.) 

 
 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bibles 
• Chatterbox 

activity pages 
• Scissors 
• Markers 
• Stickers 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is the new Key Verse? (Daniel 7:14) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• If you were in Daniel’s shoes (errr...sandals?), 

would you have been afraid of the king’s order? 
• Daniel continued to pray after he was told not to. 

Why do you think he did that? 
• When Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den, 

what might he have been thinking? 
• Daniel trusted God, and God sent an angel to 

shut the lions’ mouths. Have you ever been in a 
place or situation that seemed scary but God 
helped you be calm? 

c. Make sure everyone has a Bible. Share them if 
needed. Show the kids how to look up 1 John 4:18.  

d. Read the verse together. 
e. Discuss:  

• What drives away fear? 
• Who is our perfect love? 
• What is fear connected with?  

f. Emphasize that in God’s kingdom, we have 
nothing to fear. Take a few minutes to learn at least 
the first two sentences of 1 John 4:18. 

g. Give each person an activity page. Place the other 
supplies where everyone can reach them easily. 

h. Direct the kids to cut out and decorate their 
chatterboxes. 

i. Guide them to fold their chatterboxes. 
j. Give everyone time to play with them before 

moving on to the next activity. 
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5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Container with 

papers from 
Conversation 
Starter 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a circle. 
b. Remind the kids that in God’s kingdom, we have 

nothing to fear. We can tell God about what we’re 
afraid of so that he can help us. 

c. Take a paper out of the container and pray, “Thank 
you, God, that we don’t have to be afraid of [read 
the fear written on the paper], because we are a 
part of your kingdom.” 

d. Pass the container to the person beside you. 
e. Prompt them to take a paper out of the container 

and repeat your prayer, “Thank you, God, that we 
don’t have to be afraid of [read the fear], because 
we are a part of your kingdom.” If anyone does not 
want to pray, allow them to pass the container on to 
the next person. 

f. Continue passing around the container and praying 
until it’s empty. 

g. To wrap up, lead the kids in saying “Amen!” together 
on the count of three. 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home and Key Verse cards.  
c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


