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JESUS 
HEALS THE 
MAN WHO 
CAN’T WALK 
LUKE 5:17-25 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Jesus Heals the Man Who Can’t Walk | Luke 5:17-25 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus shows us he is God through miracles. 
 
Key Verse: 
“All things are possible with God.” Mark 10:27b 
 
Leader Tip: 
Prepare the free-play activities and pray for the children in your group before they  
arrive. 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Block Play Free Play  
Build a house and then lower a man inside to help introduce today’s Bible story. 

2. Taking Care of Our Friends Free Play 
Lead the children in pretending to take care of sick dolls who need their help.  

3. Carry Our Friend to Jesus Large Group 
Race to carry a friend (doll) safely across the finish line in this collaborative game. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Have fun as you sing and dance along with “Shout!” on the Little Praise Party: 
Happy Day Everyday CD.  

5. Bible Story Large Group 
Read “A Man Who Could Not Walk” in the Read with Me Bible. 

6. Key Verse Activity Large Group 
Learn the new key verse and practise memorizing it as a group. 

 

 
7. Small Group Activity Small Groups 

Play a true-or-false trivia game based on today’s Bible story. 
8. Craft Large Group 

Review the story as the children colour in a scene from it and add a fun cutout. 
9. Free Play Activity Free Play 

Create a group drawing with scenes from the story to show parents. 
10. Obstacle Course Large Group 

Carry a sick friend (doll) along an obstacle course towards Jesus in the house. 
 

 
11. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
	



!
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1. BLOCK PLAY 
 
Supplies: 
• Blocks 
• Man on a mat 

cutout with 
strings attached 

Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group of children to do them.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite a few children at a time to help you 

build a house with the blocks. 
b. Be sure to leave off the roof or leave a hole in the roof.  
c. Show the children how to use the attached strings to lower 

the man on a mat cutout through the roof.  
d. Explain that something just like this happens in today’s 

Bible story. Then Jesus heals a man who could not walk! 
 
2. TAKING CARE OF OUR FRIENDS 
 
Supplies:  
• Baby dolls 
• Baby blankets 

Instructions: 
a. Invite a few children to join you and pretend to take care of 

the baby dolls.  
b. Pretend that the dolls are sick and lead the children in 

helping them feel better.  
c. SAY: If you had a friend or someone in your family who was 

sick, you would want them to feel better! 
d. Explain that in today’s story, some friends carry their friend 

to Jesus to be healed. 

3. CARRY OUR FRIEND TO JESUS 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape  
• Baby doll 
• Baby blanket 

Before the Activity: 
• Use masking tape to create start and finish lines on the floor 

at opposite ends of your class space.  
 
Leader Tip: 
• Larger classes may have enough children for 4 people per 

team, which ties in with the number of helpful friends in the 
Bible story.  

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather all the children near your taped start line. 
b. Divide them into teams into 2 or 4 children. 
c. Give the 1st team a doll and a mat (doll blanket).  
d. Encourage a team at a time to carry the doll on the mat and 

run from the start line to the finish line—without dropping 
the doll! 

e. Encourage the teams who are not racing to cheer on the 
team whose turn it is. 

f. Once everyone has had a turn, explain that in today's story 
4 friends work together to bring their friend to see Jesus. 
Jesus was healing people! Jesus shows us he is God 
through miracles. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• CD player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs on class CD 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easily accessible during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the God Story activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 
4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “Shout!” (track 2) 

on Little Praise 
Party: Happy Day 
Everyday CD 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Remember, you set the tone by being energetic and having 

fun during music activities. 
• Feel free to extend your music time with the class CDs. 
 
Instructions: 
a. If using supplies, hand them out before starting. 
b. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the song. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the song.  

c. After the music is finished, prompt children to return any 
supplies to the bin. 

 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• “A Man Who 

Could Not Walk” 
(Mark 2; Luke 5) 
in the Read with 
Me Bible (p. 300) 

Leader Tip: 
• Use the Bible story to start conversations about God with 

the children.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit on the floor with you. 
b. ASK: Does anyone know what a miracle is? 
c. Give the children time to respond and then explain that a 

miracle is something that seems impossible—something we 
could never, ever do—but that God can do!  

d. Tell them that today’s story is from the Bible. 
e. Read the story to the children. Use an expressive voice and 

show everyone the pictures. 
f. To wrap up, PRAY: Dear God, thank you for showing us that 

Jesus is God through miracles. Help us to tell our friends 
about Jesus! Amen. 

 
6. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
• 4 hearts with 

parts of the key 
verse printed on 
them (Velcro on 
the backs) 

Before the Activity:  
• Hang the key verse sign where the leaders can read it. 
• Place the key verse hearts in order on the soft-sided, blue 

play panel in your class space. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Invite children to say the verse—do not force them to take a 

turn! Memory work is difficult for some children. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Introduce this month’s new key verse: “All things are 

possible with God,” Mark 10:27b. 
b. Repeat the verse with the children. 
c. Remove a heart and see if anyone can still say the verse. 
d. Continue removing hearts and asking if anyone can 

remember the verse. 
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7. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• True and False 

signs 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children into their small groups. 
b. Place the True and False signs where everyone in a group 

can reach them.  
c. Ask the following questions and have the children answer 

by placing a finger on either the True sign or the False sign: 
• The priest brought the man to Jesus. (False, his friends 

brought him) 
• The friends made a hole in the roof when they could not 

get close enough to Jesus. (True, they made hole in roof 
and lowered him through it) 

• Jesus saw that the friends had great faith (True) 
• Jesus told the man to pick up his mat and follow his 

friends. (False, follow Jesus) 
• The man praised Jesus! (True) 
• Some things are impossible for Jesus to do. (False!)  

d. Remind the children about the new Big Idea: Jesus shows 
us he is God through miracles. 

 

8. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Colouring pages 

with precut slits 
• Man on a mat 

cutouts 
• Markers 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure the children’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child a colouring page and a cutout. 
c. Place the markers where everyone can reach them easily. 
d. Demonstrate how the cutout moves through the slit in the 

colouring page to go down through the roof. 
e. Encourage the children to colour their pages using a variety 

of markers. 
f. As they colour, review today’s Bible story and this month’s 

Big Idea: Jesus shows us he is God through miracles. 
 
9. FREE PLAY ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Large sheet of 

craft paper 
• Masking tape 
• Markers 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity:  
• Tape the craft paper onto a table. Place markers nearby. 
• Write in large printing on the paper: “Jesus Heals the Man 

Who Can’t Walk, Luke 5” 
 

Leader Tips:  
• This is an optional recall activity to do during free play, not 

the craft. 
• Writing the Bible story information on the paper will help 

provide context for parents. 
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite the children over to the table where 

you placed the craft paper and markers. 
b. Encourage them to draw pictures of scenes from today’s 

Bible story all over the paper.  
c. Hang the completed group drawing in a place where 

parents will see it when they pick up their children. 
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10. OBSTACLE COURSE 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 
• 2 dolls 
• 2 placemats 
 
 

Before the Activity: 
• Tape a path on the floor to be the “stairs to the roof.” 
• Set up 2 chairs for the children to go between to “lower 

their friend down.” 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Depending on the size of your group, 2-4 children could 

help each other carry the mat. 
• To make the activity more challenging, consider setting up 

the obstacle course for 2 teams to race at a time. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Have the children take turns going through a short obstacle 

course while carrying a friend (doll) on a mat. Encourage 
them to: 
• Carry their friend to the house to find Jesus (go around 

a table) 
• Stretch to see inside (look under the table) 
• Walk up the stairs to the roof (follow the taped path) 
• Lower their friend down (go between 2 chairs) 
• Roll up the mat (share and take turns or pretend to roll 

up the mat) 
b. To wrap up, SAY: Jesus shows us he is God through 

miracles, such as healing the man who couldn’t walk! 
 
 

 
 
11. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take home cards 
• Key verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give parents take home cards and key verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take any crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


