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RELATIONSHIP 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Zacchaeus | Luke 19:1-10 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus wants a relationship with us. 
 

Key Verse: 
13 He has saved us from the kingdom of darkness. He has brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves. 14 Because of what the Son has done, we have been set free. Because 
of him, all our sins have been forgiven. | Colossians 1:13-14 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tip: 
God’s overarching story is one of rescue. People have made many mistakes that have 
caused us to need a rescuer. This month, we’ll reflect on the Rescuer, Jesus. Take some 
time to consider what you’ve been rescued from—and what you’ve been rescued to. 
 
Level Up: be sure to take time to review the lesson plan in advance, organize supplies, 
and watch the weekly video. When working with kids, you can’t predict outcomes, but 
you can be as prepared as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 
Use the discussion questions about relationships to set the tone for your 
group’s time together and lead into today’s lesson. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Discuss and draw people the kids most like to spend time with. Connect the 
reasons why they like being with these people with the reasons why Jesus 
wants a relationship with us. 

 
 

      

3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 
The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 

 
 

 
4. Key Verse Activity 12 minutes * 

Use a spinner to help review today’s teaching and understand the first part of 
the new Key Verse. 
 

5. Small Group Activity 8 minutes 
Create a tree craft that will help the kids remember ways they can grow their 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
 

* Extendable activity 
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies:  
• None 
 

Leader Tips:  
• Use the Conversation Starter to set the tone for your 

group’s time together. 
• If the kids struggle with thinking of different kinds of 

relationships, give them an example or two. 
 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, gather them together in a group. 
b. Discuss:  

• What does the word “relationship” mean? How would 
you explain it to a kindergartener?  

• How many kinds of relationships can you think of  
(e.g., parent-child, siblings, friends, teacher-student, 
coach-player)? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids share 
their answers with the people sitting closest to them or 
with everyone. 

d. To wrap up the discussion, introduce today’s Big Idea: 
Jesus wants a relationship with us. 

 
2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Chart paper 
• Markers 
• Scrap paper 

Instructions: 
a. In the middle of the chart paper, write: Whom do you 

want to spend time with? Why? 
b. Place the markers where everyone can reach them. 
c. Encourage the kids to draw a picture of the person they’d 

most like to spend time with. 
d. As they draw, discuss why they chose these people. 
e. On the scrap paper, record any answers that could also 

explain why Jesus wants a relationship with us (e.g., 
because I love them; because they’re funny; because they 
make me feel good). Help the kids make the connection! 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on the 

video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Zacchaeus | Luke 19:1-10) 
• Life Story (Doug found it difficult to make friends and 

he was frustrated after being rejected by several 
universities. Then someone suggested that they apply 
to the same school. Doug was accepted and that 
friendship changed his life. As a personal trainer, he 
now forms healthy relationships with clients to help 
them reach their goals.) 
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4. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Spinners  
• Key Verse sign 

Leader Tips:  
• The order of the My Story activities is arranged 

purposefully so that kids will work through the Key Verse 
and understand it. If time runs out, they can take their 
craft from the Small Group Activity home with them.  

• This Key Verse activity is meant for a small group setting.  
• The kingdom of darkness is when we let sin run our lives 

instead of Jesus. Some people may also call it Satan’s 
kingdom. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group together. 
b. Discuss:  

• What was the God Story in today’s video about?  
• What was the Life Story about?  
• Can anyone remember the new Key Verse for this 

month? (Colossians 1:13-14) 
c. Place a spinner and the verse in the middle of your group.  
d. Explain that this week, we’re focusing on understanding 

the first sentence in the Key Verse: “He has saved us from 
the kingdom of darkness,” and its connection with 
Zacchaeus’s story. 

e. Have the kids take turns with the spinner. Use the 
following list to ask a question or assign a task that 
corresponds with a spinner colour:  
• Red: 

1. In the Key Verse, it says that God saved us from 
the kingdom of darkness. What do you think the 
kingdom of darkness is? 

2. How did Jesus bring “light” to Zacchaeus’s life?  
• Blue: 

1. What was it about Zacchaeus that seemed dark or 
bad to some people? 

2. Hold your tongue and say the Key Verse.  

• Yellow:  
1. Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today, salvation has 

come to you...” What do you think that means? 
2. Make a “Z” shape on the floor with your bum.  

• Green: 
1. What do you think are things we do that belong 

more in the kingdom of darkness than in the 
kingdom of light? 

2. Close your eyes, jump up and down, and say the 
Big Idea (Jesus wants a relationship with us) 
three times. 

f. After everyone in the small group has had a turn, remove 
the verse sign and ask if they can say the Key Verse.  

g. Discuss: 
• Why did Jesus save us from the kingdom of darkness? 
• Why is it important that we’re rescued from the 

kingdom of darkness? 
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5. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Activity pages 
• Tree cutouts 
• Glue 
• Big Idea labels 
• Pens 

Leader Tips: 
• If you don’t have time to do the craft, provide instructions 

and send home the supplies with the kids. 
• Make sure everyone’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Say, “Aren’t you thankful that Jesus rescues us from the 

kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light?!”  
b. Pray and thank him.  
c. Discuss: How do you have a relationship Jesus? 
d. Give each person an activity page, a tree cutout, some 

glue, and a Big Idea label. 
e. Instruct everyone to stick the Big Idea label on the trunk. 
f. Direct them to rip sections of the activity page to make 

leaves, and glue them on the branches (see sample). 
g. Explain that these ideas are all great ways to grow a 

relationship with Jesus.  
h. Encourage the kids to take home their craft and use it as a 

reminder that Jesus wants a relationship with us.  
 

 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Take home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place all take home materials where everyone can access 

them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Briefly tell parents about their kids’ experiences. Many 

parents will only hear about the morning from you. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give take home and Key Verse cards to parents. 
c. Remind kids to take any crafts with them. 
d. Make sure the kids’ security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave. 
 


