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Relationship 
 
Jesus came to show us God’s love and set up his kingdom. We see that in his life. We also 
see it in his death. Jesus’ death is an unassuming rescue. He rescues us from a life of 
selfishness, loneliness, and sin to an eternal life with God. He came to save us from sin, 
show us God’s love, and set up his kingdom. We are rescued! 
 
Big Idea: Jesus wants a relationship with us. 
 
Key Verse: My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart 
responds, “Lord, I am coming.” | Psalm 27:8 (NLT) 

 
1. HANGOUT 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

 

Leader Tip:  
• Encourage the students to give “real” answers instead of 

stock “Sunday School” answers.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Discuss:  

• If you could hang out with Jesus for a day, what would 
you do? Would you play video games? Which sport 
would you play with him? What would he want to eat? 
What would it be like to take him to the mall? 

• Why would you choose these activities? 
b. After getting some solid responses, explain that Jesus is 

always there with us doing these things and that he loves 
being with us! 

 

2. HEAR 
 
Supplies:  
• Bibles 

Leader Tip:  
• Make it clear to the students that these “notorious 

sinners” aren’t “super-cool sinners.” These people are 
shunned. No one wants to be around them because they 
appear to be such horrible sinners. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Look up and read Luke 19:7. What kind of “sinner” does it 

say Zacchaeus was? (Use the NLT translation if able.) 
b. Discuss:  

• We’re told that Zacchaeus was a “notorious sinner.” 
Who’s someone in the media spotlight who we may 
also call that? Why?  

• Consider your school. Without naming anyone, who 
may be considered the “notorious sinners” in your 
school? Can anyone share an example (remember, no 
names) from your own school? 

• How does whom you hang out with affect your 
reputation? How do you think it affected Jesus’ 
reputation? 

• If you lined up everyone in your school, from the most 
popular to the least popular, where would you place 
the various groups or kinds of people? Where would 
you place yourself?  

c. To wrap up the discussion, say, “Jesus doesn’t care what 
you’ve done. He wants a relationship with everyone, 
including you! There’s no work for you to do. It doesn’t 
matter what your status or social standing is—Jesus 
wants a relationship with you.” 

 
  



Luke | RESCUE | Week 1  Small Group Leader Notes | Sr. High 

YOUTH Curriculum Materials for Grades 9-12 © April 2017 The Meeting House. All rights reserved. | Page 2 of 2   

3. HUDDLE 
 
Supplies: 
• Bibles 

Leader Tip:  
• Depending on your group and the time available, consider 

challenging the students with this bonus question: What 
would it be like if you saw “notorious sinners” as Jesus 
sees them? 

 
Instructions: 
a. Discuss: In the God Story, Zacchaeus needed to come 

down from the tree. Imagine you’re up in a tree, just like 
Zacchaeus. Jesus invites you to come down and form a 
relationship with him.  
• Is there something stopping you? Is there a 

distraction or a question? Have you come down from 
the tree, but then got distracted? Are you too afraid 
of what it may mean or what he wants to say to you?  

• Are you already standing beside him?  
b. Take a few moments to discuss everyone’s answers 

without rushing on to the next thing. When appropriate 
move on to the point below. 

c. Make sure everyone has a Bible. 
d. Look up and read Psalm 27:8 as a group.  
e. Discuss: How does your heart respond? 
f. After the students share their responses, pray together. 

 


