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STEPHEN 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Stephen Dies | Acts 6-7 
 
Big Idea: 
The Holy Spirit makes us bold. 
 
Key Verse: 
“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will tell 
people about me...from one end of the earth to the other.” | Acts 1:8 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• Emphasize that the Holy Spirit makes us bold in our faith—even when the 

circumstances are really difficult! 
• Highlight that Jesus-followers should be respectful and kind to others while 

being bold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into today’s lesson by discussing what it means to be bold and 
sharing examples of boldness. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Vote on whether the people in a variety of scenarios are bold or not bold. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and then create a group mural that highlights 
Stephen’s story. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Ask the kids to think of someone they would like to tell about Jesus and 
then make “bold” stones as take-home reminders of today’s lesson. 
Wrap up in prayer together. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask:  

• What do you think the word “bold” means? 
Which other words mean something similar? 
(e.g., brave, courageous, etc.) 

• Who do you think is bold? 
• What could help you be bold? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: The Holy Spirit makes 
us bold. 

 
2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bold and Not 

Bold signs 
• Masking tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, tape the signs on the floor all 

around your group’s space. Tape down all the edges 
to prevent tripping. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Guide everyone to spread out around your group’s 

space. 
b. Read the following scenarios one at a time: 

• Henry doesn’t like heights. In his swimming 
lessons, he has to jump off a high-diving board. 
He climbs to the top, says a prayer, and jumps! 
[bold] 

• Eric sees a spider in his bedroom. He does not 
like spiders! He avoids his room all day. [not bold] 

• Shaniah is afraid to speak in front of large groups. 
She has to give a speech to her entire class. She 
practises in front of her family and does an 
amazing job in front of her whole class. [bold] 

• LaShawn is nervous around new people. His 
mom signed him up for a theatre program. On his 
first day, he almost decides not to go. Instead, he 
tells his mom how nervous he is and she prays 
with him. He goes and has a great time! [bold] 

• Devyn is shy about praying. She decides to gain 
confidence by praying quietly before lunch each 
day at school. [bold] 

• Sydney’s classmate asks if she goes to church. No 
one else in their class does so Sydney says she 
doesn’t—even though she does. [not bold] 

• Leah wants to go to camp but she doesn’t want 
to be away from her parents. She decides to be 
brave and go. [bold] 

c. After reading each scenario, prompt the kids to vote 
by standing on a corresponding sign. They can share 
a sign if they put at least one foot on it. 

d. Repeat with all the scenarios. In between them, 
direct the kids to run over to a wall and touch it. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Stephen Dies | Acts 6-7) 
• Life Story (Josh was behind in school and 

struggled with confidence. His friends and family 
helped him believe in himself and grow in 
boldness.) 

 
 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Craft paper 
• Markers 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity:  
• Write the reference for today’s God Story (Acts 6-7) 

and the Big Idea (The Holy Spirit makes us bold) in 
the middle of the paper. 

 
Leader Tip:  
• If anyone does not want to draw, encourage them 

to use words or symbols to describe their scene. 
 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is this month’s Key Verse? (Acts 1:8) Can 
anyone say it? 

• What was the God Story about in today’s video? 
What bold thing did Stephen do? 

• What was the Life Story about? How was 
someone bold in it?  

c. Place the craft paper on the floor and gather your 
group to sit around it.  

d. Put the markers where everyone can reach them. 
e. Divide the paper so that each person has a section. 
f. Assign each of the kids one of the scenes below. (If 

you have more kids than scenes, guide them to 
partner up OR ask some of them to draw scenes of 
people being bold in their everyday lives.) 
• Stephen was a leader in the early church. 
• People began to argue with Stephen and he was 

taken to the court. 
• The High Priest asked Stephen, “Is what these 

people are saying true?” 
• Instead of answering the High Priest, Stephen 

told the crowd the good news message of Jesus. 
• The people became mad and threw stones at 

Stephen. 
g. Direct everyone to draw their scene in their section 

on the paper. 
h. Hang the completed mural in a spot where parents 

will see it at pick-up time. 
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5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Stones 
• Permanent 

markers 

Leader Tip:  
• Take-home objects like these stones provide a great 

talking point for the kids and their parents. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Remain in your small group. 
b. Explain that when we share with others about Jesus, 

we probably won’t have people throw stones at us. 
However, they may try to hurt us with their words. 
We’ve all heard the saying, “Sticks and stones may 
break my bones but words will never hurt me.” This 
isn’t quite true: words can hurt! But the Holy Spirit 
makes us bold to tell others about Jesus. 

c. Give each person a stone and a permanent marker. 
Share the markers if needed. 

d. Encourage the kids to think of someone they’d like 
to tell about Jesus even though it makes them a 
little afraid. 

e. Remind them how bold Stephen was in the story. 
f. Direct the kids to write “BOLD” on their stones. 
g. Encourage everyone to hold their stones with their 

hands reaching out and the word facing them.  
h. Pray something like, “Dear God, thank you for 

Stephen’s incredible story and his example of what it 
looks like to be bold when sharing our faith. Please 
help us remember that the Holy Spirit makes us 
bold to tell others about Jesus. Help [name each 
person in your small group] tell the people they 
thought of just now about Jesus. We pray all this in 
Jesus’ name, amen!” 

i. Ask the kids to take home their stones and use them 
as reminders that the Holy Spirit makes us bold. 

 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards and a Key Verse 

colouring page.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards to anyone who has not gotten 

one this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


