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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies:  
• None 
 

Leader Tips:  
• Use the Conversation Starter to set the tone for your 

group’s time together. 
• Choose the questions that work best for your group. 
• Have your own age-appropriate examples ready to 

share—it’s fun for students to hear about your 
experiences and get to know you, too. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the students arrive, gather them together in a group. 
b. SAY: We kicked off a new series last week. We're looking 

at the life of Jesus and we talked about how he is God's 
greatest promise! Today, we're talking about how Jesus 
lived a human life, just like us.  

c. DISCUSS:  
• What were you like as a kid? Were you full of energy? 

Were you shy? Did you ask a lot of questions? 
• What do you think Jesus was like as a kid? Did he ask a 

lot of questions? Do you think Mary ever had to ask 
him to do anything twice?  

• What do you think it would have been like growing up 
and having Jesus as your friend? 

• Has your family ever gone on a trip? Maybe you flew 
somewhere on a vacation or went on a road trip to 
visit family? Where did you go? 

d. SAY: How many of you are 12 years old? Jesus is your age 
in the story we're looking at today! 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Disposable cups 
• Dry beans 

 

Instructions: 
a. Direct the students to get into groups of 2 or 3 people.  
b. Give each group 3 cups and 1 bean.  
c. Instruct 1 person from each group to place their group’s 

cups upside down on a flat surface and hide the bean 
under 1 of them.  

d. That person then shuffles around the cups.  
e. Have the other student(s) guess where the bean is 

hidden.  
f. As they search for the hidden bean, explain that today’s 

story is about a time when Jesus’ parents searched for 
him in Jerusalem.  

 
 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 
 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the students and encourage them to focus on the 

video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Kid Jesus at the temple | Luke 2:41-52) 
• Life Story (Caiden and Abby experience some of the 

things Jesus would have done when he was young) 
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4. ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bibles 

Instructions: 
a. DISCUSS:  

• What was today's God Story about?  
• What was the Life Story about?  
• Can anyone remember the key verse for this month? 

[John 6:69] 
b. SAY: Can you imagine how Mary and Joseph would have 

felt when they realized they had lost Jesus?! Not only had 
they lost their son—a terrifying experience for anyone—
but they had lost God's son! 

c. Hand out Bibles. 
d. Ask a student to look up and read Luke 2:46. 
e. ASK: What does this passage say they found Jesus doing? 
f. DISCUSS:  

• What kinds of questions do you think Jesus was 
asking?  

• What questions do you have about God? About 
Jesus?  

• What are you learning about God?  
g. Ask another student to look up and read Luke 2:52. 
h. SAY: Jesus lived a human life just like you and me. He 

"grew in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God 
and all the people." We are invited to learn from Jesus and 
become a disciple, which is a follower or student of a 
teacher or leader. Just as Jesus listened to and asked 
questions of the teachers at the temple, we can learn 
about God and what it means to follow him as we look at 
the way Jesus lived his life—even as he was growing up! 

 

5. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Index cards with 

Luke 2:41-52 
printed on 1 side 

• Pens 

Instructions: 
a. Give each person a card and a pen. 
b. SAY: If you were like Jesus and had a chance to sit and 

listen to the teachers at the temple and ask questions, 
which questions would you ask?  

c. Have the students write any questions they have. 
d. Encourage them to take home the cards and look for 

answers this week. They could look in their Bibles or talk 
with people they know follow Jesus and ask them 
questions.  

e. Explain that it's okay to have questions that you don't 
always get answers for right away. Following Jesus isn't 
about having it all figured out! 

 
 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Take home cards 
• Key verse cards 
• Completed 

question cards 
 

Instructions: 
a. Take a few moments to pray for the students if you have 

not already done so.  
b. Remind everyone about any upcoming events or relevant 

announcements. 
c. Make sure the students have their take home materials. 
d. Ensure the adult teaching is over before dismissing the 

students. 
 


