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KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… | Mark 4:26-34 
 
Big Idea: 
God’s kingdom is so much more than we can see. 
 
Key Verse: 
“Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes  
me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.” | 
Mark 9:37 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• This week highlight that there’s mystery surrounding what God’s kingdom is 

like, but Jesus gives us many hints and ideas about it. It’s so much more than 
we can imagine! 

• Take time to pray for the kids in your group before they arrive. 
 
 

 

1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 
Talk about seeing the world from different points of view and use 
magnifying glasses to lead into the lesson. Introduce this week’s Big Idea. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Guess what is shown in extreme close-up pictures to get the kids 
thinking about seeing just part of a wider perspective. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and then highlight the idea of a growing plant 
with a craft. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Lead the kids in saying a portion of the Lord’s Prayer while pretending to 
be plants that grow just like God’s kingdom. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Welcome sign 
• Clothespins 
• Yarn 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Magnifying 

glasses 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, use the clothespins and yarn 

to hang the welcome sign where everyone will see 
it. 

 
Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask: Have you ever looked at the world from a 

different point of view, like hanging upside down on 
monkey bars? What was it like? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Ask: Have you ever looked at things up close 
through a magnifying glass?  

e. Pass around the magnifying glasses and encourage 
everyone to take turns looking at a variety of things, 
such as fabric or skin. 

f. Emphasize that there’s a lot we can see with the 
help of magnifying glasses that we cannot usually 
see. Introduce today’s Big Idea: God’s kingdom is 
so much more than we can see! 

 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Close-up and 

full-view 
pictures of 
everyday 
objects 

• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the close-up pictures around your group’s 

space at the kids’ eye levels. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone together by one of the close-up 

pictures. 
b. Encourage the kids to move in to get a better look. 
c. Challenge them to guess what the picture shows. If 

there’s more than one answer, invite the kids to 
vote for what they think it is with a show of hands.  

d. Reveal the answer by showing everyone the 
corresponding full-view picture. 

e. Repeat with the remaining close-ups. 
f. To wrap up, congratulate the kids for guessing what 

the objects were even though they could only see 
part of the whole picture. 

g. Remind them that God’s kingdom is so much 
more than we can see. Explain that Jesus gives us 
hints and clues about what it is like, though. 

 
 
  



Mark | REDEFINED | Week 2  Big Idea: God’s kingdom is so much more than we can see.   

KIDS  Curriculum Materials for Grades 1-2 © March 2019 The Meeting House. All Rights Reserved. | Page 3 of 4   3  

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… | 

Mark 4:26-34) 
• Life Story (Reptile Rob is back with some fun 

facts on animals and how they’re designed.) 
 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Leader’s Bible 
• Plant activity 

pages 
• Kidney beans 
• Leaf and bird 

cutouts 
• White glue 
• Markers 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is this month’s Key Verse? (Mark 9:37) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• What is a parable? 

c. Emphasize that parables are stories that teach us an 
important lesson. We can find the parables of Jesus 

is the Gospel books in the New Testament: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  

d. Show the kids your Bible. Let them pass it around.  
e. Demonstrate how to look up Mark 4:30-32.  
f. Read the passage aloud. 
g. Ask: What did Jesus say the kingdom of heaven is 

like in this story?  
h. Explain that just as a tiny mustard seed grows into a 

huge plant, God is always growing his kingdom. 
i. Give each person an activity page, a kidney bean, 

several leaf cutouts, and a bird cutout. 
j. Place the other supplies where everyone can reach 

them easily. 
k. Direct the kids to colour in their activity pages and 

glue on their cutouts and kidney beans. 
l. Read aloud the text on the page. 
m. Encourage everyone’s efforts! 
n. Ask the kids to put their work in a special place at 

home to help them remember that God’s kingdom 
is always growing. It’s more amazing than we could 
ever imagine! 
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5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Remain in your small group. 
b. Invite the kids to join you in saying part of a special 

prayer about God’s kingdom that Jesus taught us. 
c. Lead everyone to crouch down like a tiny seed. 
d. Pray, “Lord, let your kingdom come soon...” 
e. Guide the kids to pretend to be a growing stem as 

they stand up with their arms pressed to their sides. 
f. Continue to pray, “...and your will be done here on 

earth...” 
g. Prompt everyone to lift up their arms like branches 

and spread out their hands like leaves. 
h. Conclude praying, “...like it is in heaven!” 
i. Repeat the prayer with the actions a few times.  
j. To wrap up, pray a blessing over the kids. 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards and a Key Verse 

colouring page.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards to anyone who has not gotten 

one this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


