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KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… | Mark 4:26-34 
 
Big Idea: 
God’s kingdom is so much more than we can see. 
 
Key Verse: 
“Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes  
me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.” | 
Mark 9:37 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• This week highlight that there’s mystery surrounding what God’s kingdom is 

like, but Jesus gives us many hints and ideas about it. It’s so much more than 
we can imagine! 

• Take time to pray for the kids in your group before they arrive. 
 
 

 

1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 
Lead into the lesson by talking about things that are around us but that 
we cannot see. Introduce this week’s Big Idea. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Work in groups to brainstorm ideas for what the kids’ kingdoms would 
be like. Then contrast them with God’s kingdom. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and talk about Jesus’ parables of what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. Use waxed yarn sticks to create something 
that represents God’s kingdom. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Lead the kids to learn a portion of the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Welcome sign 
• Clothespins 
• Yarn 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, use the clothespins and yarn 

to hang the welcome sign where everyone will see 
it. 

 
Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask:  

• What are some things that we know are around 
us—or even on us—but we cannot see? 

• What do you think are some of the coolest or 
most interesting things we cannot see? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: God’s kingdom is so 
much more than we can see! 

 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Kingdom 

activity pages 
• Pens 

Instructions: 
a. Divide the kids into groups of four or five people. 
b. Give each group an activity page. 
c. Encourage the group members to brainstorm ideas 

of what they would put in their kingdom and why.  
d. After a few minutes, invite them to share their ideas 

with the other groups. 
e. Discuss: How is God’s kingdom similar or different to 

these kingdoms? 
f. Remind the kids that God’s kingdom is so much 

more than we can see! But we know that it is 
perfect. There are no more problems, tears, pain, or 
hurt in God’s kingdom. 

 
 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Kingdom of Heaven Is Like… | 

Mark 4:26-34) 
• Life Story (Reptile Rob is back with some fun 

facts on animals and how they’re designed.) 
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4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bible 
• Waxed yarn 

sticks 
• Big Idea labels 
• Paper plates 
• Markers 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their plates. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is this month’s Key Verse? (Mark 9:37) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• Have you thought much about the idea that 

there are things around us we cannot see? For 
example, there may be angels protecting us right 
here, even though we can’t see them?!  

c. Emphasize that God’s kingdom is something that is 
both NOW and NOT YET. We get glimpses of it now 
but we don’t experience it fully until after we pass 
on from this life to the one to come. 

d. Note that Jesus gives us many hints about what the 
kingdom of heaven is like, but they are kind of 
mysterious. Encourage the kids to be ready to think 
about what Jesus was talking about in his parables. 
Remind them that these stories teach us important 
lessons. 

e. Direct everyone to come up with their own 
individual sound they can make to “buzz in” before 
answering the following questions.  

f. Ask: What do you think Jesus meant when he said 
the kingdom of heaven is like…: 
• …a mustard seed? How? 
• ...a growing seed. How? 
• ...yeast that goes into dough. How? (Look up and 

read Luke 13:20-21.) 
• ...treasure hidden in a field. How? (Look up and 

read Matthew 13:44.) 
• ...a valuable pearl. How? (Look up and read 

Matthew 13:45-46.) 
g. Discuss: Why do you think Jesus spoke in parables 

like these examples? 
h. Explain that some things are difficult to describe 

because they’re so much greater than we can put 
into words! 

i. Give each person four waxed yarn sticks. 
j. Direct them to create something that represents 

what Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like (e.g., a 
treasure or a growing seed). 

k. Give each person a plate, a label, and a marker. 
l. Instruct them to stick the labels on their plates. They 

can write their names on their plates and place their 
creations on them to take home, too.  

m. Guide everyone to find a partner and share what 
they made and why. 
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5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Remain in your small group. 
b. Explain that you’re going to say part of a special 

prayer about God’s kingdom that Jesus taught us. 
c. Pray slowly and in short sections to help the kids 

learn the words: “Lord, let your kingdom come soon 
and your will be done here on earth like it is in 
heaven!” 

d. Guide everyone to point and look up to the sky and 
pray, “Lord, let your kingdom come soon...” 

e. Prompt the kids to point down to the ground and 
look straight ahead. Pray, “...and your will be done 
here on earth...” 

f. Lead them to point and look back up and pray, “...like 
it is in heaven!” 

g. Repeat the prayer and actions together a few times.  
h. To wrap up, pray a blessing over the kids. 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards and a Key Verse 

colouring page.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards to anyone who has not gotten 

one this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


