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EASTER 
SUNDAY 
LUKE 22:39-24:12 
 
 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus rescues us. 
 

K ey Verse: 
Jesus Christ has rescued us. | Galatians 3:13a 
 
Leader Tip: 
Prepare the free-play activities and pray for your group before the children arrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Play Dough Free Play  
Make play dough creations on Easter-themed mats. 

2. Empty Tomb Free Play 
Emphasize the empty tomb and that Jesus is alive as you play with the children.  

3. Parachute Fun Large Group 
Highlight the connections between Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Lead the children in singing, dancing, and having fun together as you play 
“Sunday School Rock” and “It’s a Happy Day” on the Little Praise Party CDs.  

5. Bible Story Large Group 
Read the Easter flipbook. 

6. K ey Verse Large Group 
Find hidden Easter eggs that contain the words of this month’s Key Verse. 

 

 
7. Small Group Activity Small Groups  

Share ideas for showing excitement that Jesus is alive—and try some of them! 
8. Craft Large Group 

Make necklaces to help the children remember this month’s Bible stories. 
9. W hat’s Missing? Free Play 

Test the children’s memories as you review people and objects from the story. 
10. Easter Parade Large Group 

Celebrate that Jesus is alive with a high-energy parade! 
 

 
11. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
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1. PLAY DOUGH 
 
Supplies: 
• Easter mats 
• Play dough 

Before the Activity:  
• Set up the play dough supplies on a table. 
 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group to do them.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite a few children to join you at the 

table to have fun with the play dough. 
b. Show them the play dough mats.  
c. Encourage the children to shape the play dough on top of 

the mats (see sample photos below). 
  

      
 

2. EMPTY TOMB 
 
Supplies:  
• Brown sheet 

Instructions: 
a. Invite small groups of children to join you during free play. 
b. Have them take turns hiding quietly under the sheet, 

representing Jesus in the tomb.  
c. Direct them to jump up and out of the sheet when you 

shout, "Jesus is alive!"  
d. Encourage everyone who is participating to join you in 

saying, "Jesus is alive!" 

 
3. PARACHUTE FUN 
 
Supplies: 
• Parachute 
• Beanbags 
• Story circle 

pictures 

Before the Activity: 
• Spread the parachute onto the floor in an open area.  

 
Leader Tips:  
• Do this activity with the children sitting or standing 

depending on what works best for your group. 
• Be sure to explain your expectations for how you want the 

children to use the parachute and tidy up after the activity. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children and leaders around the parachute.  
b. Show the story circle pictures to the children and review 

how Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday 
connect. 

c. Demonstrate how to lift the parachute up and down while 
gently holding onto its edges.  

d. Toss the story circle pictures and the beanbags onto it. 
e. When you lift the parachute, shout, “Jesus is Lord!” 

Encourage the children to join you in saying, “And he loves 
me!” as the parachute lowers. 

f. Ask the children to take turns picking up items that fall off 
and returning them to the parachute. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• CD player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easily accessible during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the God Story activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 

4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “Sunday School 

Rock” (# 16) on 
Little Praise Party: 
My Best Friend 

• “It’s a Happy Day” 
(# 14) on Little 
Praise Party: 
Taste and See 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Be energetic and have fun during music activities to set the 

tone for the children. 
• Play one or both songs depending on time and interest. 
 
Instructions: 
a. If using supplies, hand them out before starting. 
b. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the songs. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the songs.  

c. After the music is finished, prompt children to return any 
supplies to the bin. 

 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• Easter Sunday 

flipbook (from 
Luke 22:39-
24:12) 
 

Leader Tip: 
• Use the Bible story to start conversations about God with 

the children.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit on the floor with you. 
b. Tell them that today’s story is from the Bible. 
c. Read the story to the children. Use an expressive voice and 

show everyone the pictures. 
d. To wrap up, pray, “Dear Jesus, we’re so excited to praise 

you today. We love you and we’re thankful that you 
rescued us and saved us from our sins. Amen!” 

 
6. KEY VERSE  
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Plastic Easter 

eggs  
• Matching verse 

cards (plus extra 
Easter-related 
words) 

Before the Activity:  
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can read it. 
• Fold and place one set of verse cards and extra words 

inside the eggs. Hide the eggs around your class space. 
• Spread out the matching cards on a table. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• These supplies will be re-used throughout the month. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Direct the children to find the hidden eggs. 
b. Designate a spot where they should bring the eggs as they 

find them. 
c. Help the children open each egg and remove the card. 
d. Show them how to match up the words from inside the 

eggs to the cards on the table. 
e. Place the Key Verse in order and practise saying it together 

with the children. 
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7. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Jesus Is Alive 

activity page 
• Marker 
• Wall-safe tape 

Leader Tip: 
• Set the tone by speaking to the children with enthusiasm! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children into their small groups. 
b. Hold up the activity page and read it aloud. 
c. Discuss the following with the children and write their ideas 

on the activity page: 
• What do you do when you are excited? 
• Did you know that we can get excited because Jesus is 

alive?  
• How can we show that we’re excited that Jesus is alive? 

(e.g., sing; dance; shout; laugh; jump; smile; have a party) 
d. Explain that when you say, "Jesus is alive," the children 

should do one of the ideas that the small group just 
discussed. 

e. Hang the activity page where parents will see it when they 
pick up their children. 

 

8. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Yarn 
• Story circle 

pictures 
• Noodles 
• Markers 

Leader Tips:  
• Some children may need a leader’s help with threading 

their necklace. Encourage them to colour while they wait 
for assistance.  

• Make sure the children’s names are written on their crafts. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child a piece of yarn, one of each of the story 

circle pictures, and four noodles.  
c. Place the markers where everyone can reach them easily. 
d. Show the children how to thread the circles and noodles 

onto the yarn to create a necklace. 
e. Encourage the children to colour the pictures. 
f. As they work on their crafts, read the Key Verse on the 

Good Friday circle and review today’s story with them. 
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9. WHAT’S MISSING? 
 
Supplies:  
• Tray (e.g., lesson 

bin lid) 
• Small blanket 
• Items to hide 

(e.g., toy donkey; 
small cross; small 
rock; angel 
cutout; Jesus 
cutout) 

Before the Activity:  
• Set up the items on a lesson bin lid “tray.” 
 
Leader Tip: 
• It may be helpful to place the tray on top of your lap and 

then hide the items underneath it during this activity. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather a small group of children around the tray of items 

during free-play time. 
b. Review each item and its part in the Palm Sunday, Good 

Friday, and/or Easter stories.  
c. Hide the items under a small blanket.  
d. Ask the children to cover their eyes. Be animated and 

excited when instructing them not to peek!  
e. When they cannot see, sneak an item off the tray.  
f. Ask the children to uncover their eyes. 
g. Remove the blanket and have the children guess which 

item is missing. Provide clues as needed. 
h. Repeat as long as there is interest. 

 
10. EASTER PARADE 
 
Supplies: 
• CD player 
• Class CD 
• Scarves 
• Instruments 
  

Before the Activity: 
• Have a fun, upbeat song ready to play on the CD player.  
 
Leader Tip: 
• Make a plan for distributing and collecting the scarves and 

musical instruments.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather all the children in an open space on the floor. 
b. Say, “Today is Easter Sunday. We’re excited that Jesus is 

alive. Let's have a parade to celebrate!” 
c. Play the music and lead the children to march, dance, and 

shout, “Jesus is alive!”  

 
 
11. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take home cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 

Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give parents take home cards and Key Verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take any crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


