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SLAVE 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Slave | Genesis 37:12-35; 39 
 
Big Idea: 
Even when things don’t look good, God is with us. 
 
Key Verse: 
We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love  
him. | Romans 8:28a (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• When kids join your group, introduce yourself and learn their names. 

Encourage the kids to learn one another’s names, too.  
• Remember that being well prepared allows for smoother transitions and a 

better overall experience for everyone. 
• This series follows Joseph from the beginning of his life until he is reconciled 

with his family. Highlight the ways in which God is at work through the life of 
Joseph. 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into today’s lesson by talking about what made the kids really 
happy in the past week and whether something made them a little sad 
or scared. Then introduce today’s Big Idea. 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Challenge teams to race across a “lava pit”! Explain that even when 
things don’t look good, God is with us. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review today’s video teaching, and then make bracelets with beads that 
spell “God is with me”. 

5. Key Verse & Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Practise saying the Key Verse together while moving from crouching to 
standing as tall as possible. Wrap up in prayer. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great time to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 
 

Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask:  

• What happened this week that made you really 
happy? 

• Did anything happen this week that made you 
feel a little sad or scared? What was it? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Even when things don’t 
look good, God is with us. We can talk to him 
about everything! 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape  
• Paper 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, tape a starting line and a 

finishing line at opposite ends of your group’s space. 
Make sure that everyone will fit behind both lines.  

 
Instructions: 
a. Divide the kids into two teams. 
b. Direct the teams to stand behind the starting line. 
c. Tell them that the space between that line and the 

finishing line is a “lava pit.” 
d. Explain that the teams will race on “rocks” to get 

everyone across to the “lava.” If anyone touches the 
floor between the lines, they must start again. 

e. Demonstrate how to use two paper “rocks” to get 
over the “lava.” Place both papers on the floor. Stand 
on one and step to the other, and then pick up the 
first one and put it in front you, and so on. 

f. Give each person two pieces of paper. 
g. Instruct both teams to start when you say, “Go!” 
h. Celebrate the first team to get everyone across. 
i. To wrap up, note that even when things don’t 

look good (like when you’re crossing a lava pit!), 
God is with us. In today’s story, things don’t look 
good for Joseph, but God was with him. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Slave | Genesis 37:12-35; 39) 
• Life Story (T.J. Zielman was born with cerebral 

palsy and because of his health issues, things 
didn’t look great for him. He compared himself 
with others and experienced many difficulties. 
But then God gave T.J. hope and helped him 
realize he can accomplish a lot in Christ!) 

 
 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Resealable bags 

containing 
beads 
(including 
alphabet beads 
that spell “God 
is with me”) and 
elastic strings 

• Whiteboard 
• Dry erase 

marker 
• Scrap paper 
• Pen 
 

Before the Activity: 
• If your group has a whiteboard and dry erase 

marker, use them to write “GOD IS WITH ME”; 
otherwise, use scrap paper and a pen. 

• Place the sign where everyone can see it. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• If anyone chooses not to wear their bracelet, direct 

them to return it to their plastic bag. Make sure the 
kids’ names are written on their bags. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is this month’s Key Verse? (Romans 8:28a) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• This month, you’ve learned about some of the 

challenges Joseph faced. What have we talked 
about so far? (Joseph was thrown into a pit, sold 
into slavery, and put in prison.)  

c. Remind everyone that God was with Joseph—and 
God is with us, no matter what! 

d. Give each person a bag with beading supplies in it. 
e. Instruct the kids to spell out the message “God is 

with me” with the beads. Encourage them to use 
the other beads to space out the words. 

f. Help everyone finish their bracelets with a knot. See 
sample photo (left) for reference. 
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5. KEY VERSE & PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the kids in an open space on the floor. 
b. Hold up the Key Verse sign so everyone can see it. 
c. Point to each word as you lead the kids to say the 

verse out loud. 
d. Lead everyone to crouch down.  
e. Explain that as you say each word, you will all stand a 

little taller so that by the end of the verse you’re as 
tall as you can possibly be. 

f. Say the verse and direct the kids to move from 
crouching to standing on their tiptoes with their 
hands raised up to the ceiling. Have fun with it! 

g. Repeat a second time. 
h. Gather everyone into a circle. 
i. Pray, “Thank you, God, that you’re ALWAYS with us 

and that you’re ALWAYS working for our good. We 
love you!” 

 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards and Key Verse 

colouring pages. Give Key Verse cards to anyone 
who didn’t get one last week. 

c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


