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SLAVE 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Slave | Genesis 37:12-35; 39 
 
Big Idea: 
Even when things don’t look good, God is with us. 
 
Key Verse: 
We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love  
him. | Romans 8:28a (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• When kids join your group, introduce yourself and learn their names. 

Encourage the kids to learn one another’s names, too.  
• Remember that being well prepared allows for smoother transitions and a 

better overall experience for everyone. 
• This series follows Joseph from the beginning of his life until he is reconciled 

with his family. Highlight the ways in which God is at work through the life of 
Joseph. 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into today’s lesson by talking about what made the kids really 
happy in the past week and whether something made them a little sad, 
scared, or nervous. Then introduce today’s Big Idea. 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Create a group mural of the kids’ “worst-case scenarios” to emphasize 
that even when things don’t look good, God is with us. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review today’s video teaching, and then act out scenarios that highlight 
God is with us. 

5. Key Verse Activity 8 minutes 
Work in groups to brainstorm ways to teach younger kids the Key Verse. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great time to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 
 

Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask:  

• What happened this week that made you really 
happy? 

• Did anything happen this week that made you 
feel a little sad, scared, or nervous? What was it? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Even when things don’t 
look good, God is with us. We can talk to him 
about everything! 

 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Craft paper 
• Markers 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Place the craft paper somewhere the kids can all sit 

around it. Each person needs a space in which they 
can draw. 

• Put the markers around the paper. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone around the craft paper. 
b. Direct the kids to draw a worst-case scenario (e.g., 

being sucked into a tornado along with sharks and 
crocodiles or being forced to eat plain cauliflower 
while listening to your little sister play an instrument 
she doesn’t know). They should include themselves 
in their picture and write their names near it. 

c. When everyone is done, invite the kids to introduce 
themselves and show their picture to the group. 

d. Use a marker to print today’s Big Idea (Even when 
things don’t look good, God is with us) in big 
letters on the paper. 

e. Hang the group craft where parents will see it when 
they pick up their kids. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Slave | Genesis 37:12-35; 39) 
• Life Story (T.J. Zielman was born with cerebral 

palsy and because of his health issues, things 
didn’t look great for him. He compared himself 
with others and experienced many difficulties. 
But then God gave T.J. hope and helped him 
realize he can accomplish a lot in Christ!) 

 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 
 

Leader Tip:  
• Depending on the size of your group, work together 

to act out the scenarios or have the kids pair up. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What is the Key Verse? (Romans 8:28a) 
• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 

• What was the God Story about? Who can give a 
play-by-play rundown of what happened to 
Joseph in the story? 

c. Choose a situation from the list below and direct the 
kids to act it out: 
• You’re in bed and your whole family is sleeping. 

Then you hear a creepy noise… 
• You’re flying on an airplane for the first time, and 

you’re a little (okay, a lot!) afraid of heights. 
• You and a friend are walking to the park. As you 

go around a corner, you see a big dog that you’ve 
heard is pretty mean! 

• Your teacher makes you stand in front of the 
whole class and share for two minutes about a 
topic you don’t really understand.  

• You and your friends got into big trouble. You 
have to stay in from recess. You both sit with 
your heads down, feeling guilty. 

• Create your own situation! 
d. When the scenario is well established, shout, “Pause! 

God is with you!” 
e. Encourage the actors to change up the situation to 

reflect that even when things don’t look good, 
God is with us. For example, someone’s in bed and 
they hear a creepy noise…so they pray and ask God 
for help not being afraid. 

f. Continue acting out different situations as long as 
time and interest permit. 
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5. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Divide kids into groups of three or four people. 
b. Direct each group to come up with a way to teach 

the Key Verse to someone who’s younger than 
them. For example, they could set the words to a 
familiar tune, make up a game, or create actions to 
go with the words. 

c. Give them a few minutes to brainstorm and practise 
their ideas. 

d. Invite each group to teach their method to the other 
groups. 

e. Challenge everyone to use one of the ideas to teach 
Romans 8:28 to someone this week. 

 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards and Key Verse 

colouring pages. Give Key Verse cards to anyone 
who didn’t get one last week. 

c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


