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MESS 
 
 
 
God Story: 
David Messes Up | 2 Samuel 11-12 
 
Big Idea: 
God is gracious. 
 
Key Verse: 
So let us boldly approach God’s throne of grace. Then we will receive mercy. We 
will find grace to help us when we need it. | Hebrews 4:16 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• Be sure to pray for the kids before they arrive 
• Highlight that when we say, “God is gracious,” we mean God gives us 

undeserved kindness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Talk about times when the kids have been allowed to do something 
special they don’t usually get to do, as well as how it feels to avoid a 
punishment. Introduce today’s Big Idea.  
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Play a hot-potato passing game with a beanbag. Illustrate graciousness 
by giving prizes to everyone instead of just the winner. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching. Make puppets that show how the kids feel 
when they do something wrong and when they receive God’s grace. 
 

5. Key Verse Activity 8 minutes 
Assign parts of Hebrews 4:16 to the kids and direct them to put the 
verse in order. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community. Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask:  

• Have you ever been allowed to do something 
that you’re not usually allowed to do? What was 
it? How did it make you feel? 

• Have you ever deserved a consequence or 
punishment but didn’t get it? How did that feel? 
Were you relieved? Thankful?  

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Explain that giving an undeserved kindness is also 
called being gracious.  

e. Introduce today’s Big Idea: God is gracious! 
 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Beanbags 
• Prizes 

Leader Tip: 
• Sing on your own or with another leader—or invite 

one of the kids to sing! Whoever’s singing should 
close their eyes or turn around so they cannot see 
who’s holding a beanbag. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the kids to sit in a circle on the floor. 
b. Explain that they’ll be passing around a beanbag. If 

they’re holding it when the singing stops, they’re out 
of the game. 

c. Guide the kids to pass the beanbag quickly around 
the circle. 

d. Begin singing. 
e. Stop singing and eliminate whoever’s holding the 

beanbag.  
f. Play another few rounds. 
g. Speed up the elimination process by introducing 

more beanbags. 
h. Declare the last person left the winner.  
i. Before giving them a prize, announce that the 

eliminated kids also win. Everyone gets a prize! 
j. Highlight that this is an example of graciousness. 

The kids are getting something they didn’t earn or 
deserve. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (David Messes Up | 2 Samuel 11-12) 
• Life Story  

 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bibles 
• Yellow paper 

plates 
• Craft sticks 
• Construction 

paper 
• Scissors 
• Googly eyes 
• Stickers 
• Tape 
• Glue sticks 
• Markers 
• Big Idea and 

Even When I 
Make Mistakes 
labels 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their puppets. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What stood out to you from the Life Story in 
today’s video? 

• What was the God Story about? 
c. Review the decisions David made and how God 

responded.  
d. Remind the kids that God is gracious. He gives us 

more love and forgiveness than we deserve or could 
ever earn.  

e. Make sure everyone has a Bible. Share them if 
needed. 

f. Guide the kids to find Colossians 1:11-14.  
g. Read the verses together. 

h. Emphasize that this passage shows how gracious 
and loving God is.  

i. Tell the kids that they’re going to make double-sided 
emoji puppets. One side will show how they feel 
when they make a mistake. The other side will show 
how they feel when they receive God’s love and 
grace.  

j. Give each person a paper plate and a craft stick. 
k. Put the rest of the supplies (except for the labels) 

where everyone can reach them. 
l. Encourage the kids to think about how they would 

feel if they were caught doing something wrong 
(e.g., sad, upset, disappointed, scared, etc.). Then ask 
how they would feel if they received undeserved 
love and grace (e.g., happy, thankful, relieved, 
surprised, etc.). 

m. Encourage them to use the supplies creatively to 
show these two feelings on their emoji puppets. 

n. As the kids work, give them one of each of the labels 
to stick on their crafts. 

o. Remind everyone about how David felt in today’s 
story. Explain that they too can receive forgiveness 
and love from God, even when they have made 
mistakes. God is gracious! 
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5. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign  
• Wall-safe tape 
• Key Verse 

words 
• (Optional) 

Timer 

Before the Activity:  
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Time the kids to make the activity more challenging. 

Then encourage them to try to beat their time. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the kids back into a large group. 
b. Give each person at least one Key Verse word. If you 

don’t have enough words for everyone, the kids 
could work in pairs. 

c. Direct everyone to arrange themselves in order of 
the verse. They can refer to the sign for help. If kids 
have multiple cards, guide them to trade as needed. 

d. Once they’re in order, say the verse together. 
e. To wrap up, pray and thank God for his 

graciousness! 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards and colouring pages to 

anyone who has not gotten one yet this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


