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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies:  
• None 
 

Leader Tips:  
• Use the Conversation Starter to set the tone for your 

group’s time together. 
• Be prepared to share your own age-appropriate answers 

to the questions. 
 
Instructions: 
a. As the students arrive, gather them together in a group. 
b. Ask, “When you hear the word ‘compassion,’ what comes 

to mind? Why?” 
c. Depending on the size of your group, have the students 

share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with the whole group. 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Compassion 

activity page 
(letters) 

• Scissors 
• Balloons 
• String 

Before the Activity:  
• Cut apart the letters spelling "compassion" on the activity 

page. Place a letter into each balloon. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Ensure you have at least one balloon per person. Some of 

the balloons could be empty. In smaller groups, give 
students two or more balloons. Make sure all of the 
balloons containing letters are used during the activity.  

• Have a plan in place to pick up the balloon pieces. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Divide the students into two teams. 
b. Give each student a balloon and a string.  
c. Have them blow up their balloon, tie their string to it, and 

then tie the string around their ankle.  
d. Explain that each team’s goal is to pop the other team’s 

balloons.  
e. When the balloons are all popped, have the students 

collect all 10 letters from the ground. 
f. Encourage them to work together to unscramble the 

word “compassion.”  
g. Introduce the Big Idea for this week: We can share God’s 

love by being compassionate. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Luke 7:36-50) 
• Life Story (When Tina was incredibly sick her friend 

Mariana showed her compassion) 

 
 

 
 
4. ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 
 

Instructions: 
a. Discuss:  

• What was today's God Story about?  
• What was the Life Story about?  
• Who were the three different people Bruxy described 

in the video and what were they like?  
[Simon wants to be with the "cool kids" and not 
associate with what’s unpopular; the woman is an 
unpopular outsider who no one wanted to be around 
because of her sin; Jesus showed compassion, care, 
and love no matter how it looked to others]  

b. Divide the students into groups of three or four people.  
c. Give them a few minutes to share with their group about 

a time when they acted like Simon. Encourage them to 
discuss why they acted this way. 

d. Next, have the groups share about a time when they felt 
like the woman—unpopular, unwanted, or an outsider. 
Prompt them to discuss how it felt and what someone 

could have done to help them in that situation. 
e. Finally, have the students share about a time when they 

responded like Jesus and showed compassion, care, or 
love to someone who really needed it. 

 
5. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Sad, Sick, Lonely 

activity pages 
• Pens 

Leader Tip: 
• If you are running out of time, send home the activity 

pages and give the students instructions. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Give each person an activity page and a pen.  
b. Read aloud the question on the activity page (“Who in 

my family, school, or community is sad, sick, or lonely?”). 
c. Direct the students to write a person's name in each of 

the circles.  
d. When they are done, ask, “How would Jesus show 

compassion to those people? How will you?” 
e. For each person, have the students write one or two 

different ideas in the rectangles.  
f. When they have filled in all the rectangles, have them 

star an idea that they will do this week.  
g. Flip over the activity page and read the question on the 

back aloud (“How does my compassion show God's love 
to others?”). 

h. Encourage the students to consider the idea that when 
they show compassion, they reveal something about 
who God is to other people. 

i. To wrap up, pray that God would help everyone show 
others his love by being compassionate. 
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6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Take home cards 
• Key verse cards 

Instructions: 
a. Take a few moments to pray for the students if you have 

not already done so.  
b. Remind everyone about any upcoming events or relevant 

announcements. 
c. Make sure the students have their take home materials. 
d. Ensure the adult teaching is over before dismissing the 

students. 
 


