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THE EARLY 
CHURCH 
SHARED 
ACTS 4:32-37 
 
 
 
Big Idea: 
We are the church together. 
 
Key Verse: 
Encourage each other and build each other up. | 1 Thessalonians 5:11a (NLT) 
 
Leader Tip: 
Get the Life Story activities ready to go and pray for the children before they arrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Matching Game Free Play  
Play a matching-pictures game that introduces today’s focus on sharing. 

2. Let’s Make Some Food Free Play 
Pretend to prepare food and talk about whom you could share it with.  

3. Get Active Large Group  
Toss a beanbag to choose an action to perform that highlights one of the 
lessons from this month’s series. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Lead the children in singing, dancing, and having fun together as you play “Love 
One Another” on the Little Praise Party: Happy Day Everyday CD.  

5. Bible Story Large Group 
Read the script that describes how the early church and Barnabas shared what 
they had to help others. 

6. Key Verse Large Group 
Follow a fun, zigzag path and practise this month’s Key Verse. 

 

 
7. Craft Large Group 

Create a collage of pictures that show ways we can share. 
8. Bonus Activity: We Are the Church Free Play 

Wrap up by reviewing this month’s Big Idea as you play a balling-rolling game. 
 

 
9. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
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1. MATCHING GAME 
 
Supplies: 
• Two sets of 

matching 
pictures 

Before the Activity: 
• Mix up the pictures and spread them out face down on a 

table before the children arrive.  
 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group to do them.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite a few children to join you at the 

table where you set up the pictures. 
b. Explain that the goal is to find matching pictures. 
c. Demonstrate how to flip over two pictures at a time. If they 

match, cheer and set them aside. If they don’t match, flip 
them back over. 

d. Encourage the children to take turns looking for the 
matching pairs of pictures. Help them if needed. 

e. As you play, talk about the various ways we can share with 
people in the church. Remind the children that we are the 
church together! 

 
2. LET’S MAKE SOME FOOD 
 
Supplies:  
• Play food 
• Play cooking 

supplies 
• Play kitchen 

Instructions: 
a. Invite a few children to join you in the play kitchen area.  
b. Pretend to make food with them. 
c. As you play together, ask the children whom you could 

share your food with. Encourage them to think of different 
foods you could make and different people to share it with. 
Ask for ideas for what you could do with any extra food. 

3. GET ACTIVE 
 
Supplies: 
• Pie plates 
• Giving pouch 
• Toy (e.g., car) 
• Play food 
• Masking tape 
• Beanbag 
 

Before the Activity: 
• Place the pie plates on the floor. Line them up or spread 

them out depending on the available space.  
• Put the class giving pouch next to plate number two. Put a 

toy from your class supplies next to plate number three. 
Put play food next plate number four. 

• Tape a line on the floor for the children to stand on when 
they’re tossing the beanbag. 

 
Leader Tips: 
• Large groups will have enough supplies to set up multiple 

stations. You will need a leader at each station. 
• If anyone is uncomfortable performing an action, allow 

them to pass on their turn. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children behind the line you taped on the floor. 
b. Explain that everyone will have a turn to toss the beanbag 

underhand towards the numbered pie plates. Each number 
has a corresponding action for the child to do: 
1. Pretend to pray. 
2. Pretend to give money by putting it into the pouch. 
3. Pretend to share toys with others.  
4. Pretend to take food to a neighbour. 

c. Demonstrate an underhand toss and each action for the 
children before choosing someone to go first. 

d. Have the children take turns until everyone has tossed the 
beanbag and performed an action. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• CD player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs on class CD 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easily accessible during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the God Story activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 
4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “Love One 

Another” (track 
4) on Little Praise 
Party: Happy Day 
Everyday CD 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Be energetic and have fun during music activities to set the 

tone for the children. 
• Feel free to extend your music time with additional songs. 
 
Instructions: 
a. If using supplies, hand them out before starting. 
b. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the songs. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the songs.  

c. After the music is finished, prompt children to return any 
supplies to the bin. 

 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• Craft-stick 

puppets and 
pictures 

Leader Tip: 
• Use the Bible story to start conversations about God with 

the children.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit on the floor with you. 
b. Tell them that today’s story is from the Bible. 
c. Read the following script to the children, using the 

puppets/pictures to add interest: 
 

All the followers of Jesus met together and got along with 
one another. They were the very first church! [hold up 
crowd of Jesus-followers] They spent their time telling 
others about Jesus. [hold up Jesus]  
 
They shared everything they owned, including their food. 
[hold up Jesus-followers eating together] Because they 
shared so well, everyone had what they needed. [hold up 
bread and fish]  
 
If anyone needed money, the very first church sold what 
they had to help. They gave the money to the leaders who 
helped whoever needed it. [hold up money] That way, 
everyone had enough to eat, clothes to wear, and a warm 
place to sleep.  
 
One of the followers of Jesus was a man named Barnabas. 
[hold up Barnabas] His name means "son of help." He 
helped by selling a whole field that he owned! [hold up 
field] He brought the money from the sale and gave it to 
the leaders to share with whoever needed it.  
 
These followers of Jesus loved and cared for one another. 
Just like them, we can love and care for other people. 
Remember, we are the church together! 

 
d. To wrap up, pray, “Dear Jesus, help us to share with others 

just as Barnabas shared his money from selling his field. 
Amen!” 
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6. KEY VERSE  
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity:  
• Create a zigzag line on the floor with masking tape.  
• Tape the Key Verse sign at the end of the path on the floor 

or on a nearby wall or play panel. 
 
Leader Tips: 
• This activity could be done as a large group or with a few 

children. Consider mixing it up each week so that it’s one of 
your God Story activities or doing it as the children arrive. 

• Have fun with it—the children will follow your lead!  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone together at the start of the zigzag line. 
b. Lead the children to walk or hop on two feet along the line. 
c. When the last person arrives at the Key Verse sign, lead 

everyone in saying the verse for the month: Encourage 
each other and build each other up. | 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 
 

 
 
7. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Share activity 

pages 
• Glue sticks 
• Crayons 
• Share pictures 
 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure the children’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child an activity page, a glue stick, some crayons, 

and one of each of the four pictures.  
c. Show them how to glue the pictures onto the page. 
d. Encourage everyone to colour their collage. 
e. As the children work on their crafts, emphasize this 

month’s Big Idea: We are the church together! 

 
8. BONUS ACTIVITY: WE ARE THE CHURCH 
 
Supplies: 
• Beach ball 

 

Leader Tip:  
• If your group can count higher than five, count higher! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a large circle on the floor. 
b. Prompt the children to roll the ball to one another. 
c. Count each roll out loud. When you get to five, lead the 

children to jump up and shout the Big Idea: We are the 
church together! 

d. Keep playing as long as the children are interested.  
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9. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take home cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give parents take home cards and Key Verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take any crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


