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JESUS THE 
STORYTELLER 
MATTHEW 7:24-27 
 
 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus teaches us how to live. 
 
Key Verse: 
“Do for others what you want them to do for you.” | Matthew 7:12a (GNT) 
 
Leader Tips: 
Be sure to review this lesson plan in advance. Organize the supplies and pray for the 
children before they arrive. You can’t predict outcomes when working with children, but 
you can be as prepared as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Word Search Free Play  
Hunt for hidden words from today’s Bible story. 

2. Rocks and Sand Free Play 
Investigate rocks, sand, and pictures of houses as you introduce today’s lesson.  

3. Wise, Wise, Foolish Large Group 
Play a version of Duck, Duck, Goose that leads into Circle Time. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Play “This Little Light Of Mine” on the Little Praise Party: My Best Friend CD. 
5. Bible Story Large Group 

Read “Jesus the storyteller” in The Big Bible Storybook and follow up with a script 
that highlights the key points of the story. 

6. Key Verse Large Group 
Practise saying this month’s Key Verse as you hide parts of the text. 

 

 
7. Small Group Activity Small Groups 

Talk about actions that are wise and foolish. 
8. Craft Large Group 

Create a visual reminder of today’s story from the Bible. 
9. Bonus Activity: Act It Out Large Group 

Have fun building “houses” and then seeing how they withstand a “storm.” 
 

 
10. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
 



!
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1. WORD SEARCH 
 
Supplies: 
• Laminated word 

searches 
• Washable 

markers 
• Paper towels 

Before the Activity: 
• Dampen the paper towels with water. 
• Place the word searches, markers, and damp paper towels 

together on a table.  
 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group to do them.  
 

Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite one or two children at a time to join 

you at the table with the word search supplies. 
b. Guide them to search for the hidden words. Show them 

how to find and circle the words if needed.  
c. Explain that these words are from today’s Bible story. 
d. When someone is done, wipe off the laminated word 

search and invite another child to try it. 
 

2. ROCKS AND SAND 
 
Supplies:  
• Supply bin lid 
• Sealed plastic bag 

containing sand 
• Rock 
• House pictures 
• Magnifying 

glasses 

Before the Activity: 
• Turn the lid of a supply bin upside down and use it as a tray 

to hold the rest of the supplies. 
 
Leader Tips: 
• To avoid making a mess, be sure to keep the sand inside 

the bag during this activity. 
• The supplies may also be used in today’s Bible story.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free-play time, gather a few children around your 

tray of supplies. 
b. Encourage them to use the magnifying glasses to look at 

the rock, the sand, and the pictures of houses. Allow them 
to examine the rock and the bag of sand with their hands. 

c. Remind the children that Jesus teaches us how to live. 
Today’s story from the Bible is one Jesus told himself! It 
talks about the wisdom of building a house on a rock 
instead of the sand. 
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3. WISE, WISE, FOOLISH  
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip:  
• Emphasize being gentle when touching other people! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a large circle on the floor.  
b. Explain that you’re going to play a version of Duck, Duck, 

Goose. In this game, the person who is “it” will walk around 
the circle gently touching each child on the shoulder and 
saying, “Wise.” When they choose someone to race, they 
should tap their shoulder and say, “Foolish!” The two 
children will then run in opposite directions back to the 
empty spot. 

c. No matter who wins the race around the circle, direct 
whoever who was tapped to be the next person who’s “it.” 
This will give more children a turn to race. 

d. To wrap up, explain that in today’s story they will learn 
about how Jesus teaches us to be wise instead of foolish. 
Emphasize the Big Idea: Jesus teaches us how to live. 

 

 
 
CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• CD player 
• Tidy up and/or Circle Time songs on class CD 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the CD player is easy to access during Circle Time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the God Story activities together. 
d. Change the order of the Circle Time activities so they work well for your group. 
 

4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics sheet 
• Wall-safe tape 
• CD player 
• “This Little Light 

Of Mine” (track 9)  
on Little Praise 
Party: My Best 
Friend CD 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments  

 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tips:  
• Be energetic and have fun during music activities to set the 

tone for the children. 
• Feel free to extend your music time with additional songs. 
 
Instructions: 
a. If using supplies, hand them out before starting. 
b. Mix it up each week! Here are some options: 

• Sing along with the songs. 
• Wave the scarves. 
• Use the musical instruments. 
• Make up fun actions that go with the songs.  

c. After the music is finished, prompt children to return any 
supplies to the bin. 
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5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Jesus the 

storyteller”  
(from Matthew 
7:24-27) in  
The Big Bible 
Storybook (p. 154) 

• Supplies from the 
Rocks and Sand 
activity 

Leader Tips: 
• To add visual interest, re-use the Rocks and Sand activity 

supplies as you tell the Bible story and read the script 
below. 

• Use the story to start conversations about God with the 
children.  

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit on the floor with you. 
b. Tell them that today’s story is from the Bible. 
c. Read the story to the children. Use an expressive voice and 

show everyone the pictures. 
d. After reading the Bible story, read the following script: 

 
The first builder was WISE. He built on rock. The second 
builder was FOOLISH. He didn’t think about the bad 
weather that could wash away the sand under his house.  
 
But this story is not just about building houses! Jesus told it 
to explain that we need to be wise in how we live. We can 
choose to be wise by following Jesus’ teachings. 
Remember, Jesus teaches us how to live. 
 

e. To wrap up, pray, “Dear God, thank you for this beautiful 
day! We love learning about how you teach us to live. Help 
us to be wise. Amen.” 

 

6. KEY VERSE  
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Sticky notes 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the Key Verse sign at the children’s eye level so they 

can see it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Read the Key Verse out loud a few times with the children.  
b. When they think they know the verse, cover up some of 

the words with the sticky notes (see sample below). 
c. Ask if anyone would like to try and say the verse.  
d. Continue until all of the words on the sign are covered. 
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7. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Wise or Foolish” 

activity page 
• Marker 

 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children into their small groups. 
b. Review the Bible story about the wise and foolish builders.  
c. Ask everyone to list ways they are foolish (e.g., say mean 

words, take a friend’s toy, don’t listen to my mom, hit my 
sister, be grumpy, only eat candy) and ways they are wise 
(e.g., listen to my dad, say kind words to my friend, hug my 
sister, high five my friend, kiss my mom, tidy up my toys, 
eat well). 

d. Write their responses along with their names in the 
corresponding columns on the activity page. 

e. To wrap up, remind the children that Jesus teaches us 
how to live. 

f. Hang the chart where parents will see it when they pick up 
their children. 

 

8. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• “Two Houses” 

activity pages 
• Craft sticks 
• Grey paper 
• Sandpaper 
• Markers 
• Glue sticks 
 

 

Leader Tip:  
• Ensure that everyone’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child an activity page, six craft sticks, one piece of 

grey paper, and one piece of sandpaper. 
c. Place the markers and glue sticks where everyone can 

reach them. 
d. Direct them to create two houses (see sample below):  

• House 1: Glue on the sandpaper (sand) to create a base. 
Draw with the markers and glue the craft sticks to make 
the house look broken and falling down.  

• House 2: Glue on the grey paper (rock) to create a base. 
Draw with the markers and glue the craft sticks to make 
the house look strong and sturdy.  

e. Encourage the children to be creative! They can use the 
craft sticks however they wish and draw in details with the 
markers.  

f. Remind everyone that Jesus teaches us how to live. We 
should make wise choices instead of foolish ones.  
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9. BONUS ACTIVITY: ACT IT OUT 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone together in an open space on the floor.  
b. Divide the children into two groups. 
c. Direct each group to pretend to build houses: one on rock 

and one on sand. Encourage them to use their bodies to 
make the parts of the houses. For example, guide two 
children (or leaders if there are not enough children) to 
stand facing each other and hold their hands up as a roof.  

d. Ask one or two children to pretend to be a big storm.  
e. Tell the group whose house is built on the rock to stand 

firm in the storm. Tell the group whose house is built on the 
sand to fall down.  

f. Repeat if there is interest. Consider switching which group 
builds on rock and sand. 

g. Remind the children that today’s Bible story was about 
making wise choices. Jesus teaches us how to live! 

 

 
 
10. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take home cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place take home materials and crafts where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their children’s 

experiences. Many parents will only hear about the 
morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give parents take home cards and Key Verse colouring 

pages. Remind them to take any crafts. 
c. Make sure children’s security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave the classroom. 
 


