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CHURCH 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Prayer, Confession, and the Church | James 5 
 
Big Idea: 
Living for Jesus means being a part of his body, the church. 
 
Key Verse: 
You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender  
mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and  
patient. | Colossians 3:12 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tip: 
This month, we’re doing something less story-like by covering a letter. The letters in the 
Bible (aka the Epistles) have a lot going on in them, and there are many different things 
you could focus on. That’s why we have a Big Idea for each lesson. The Big Idea helps 
bring into focus one thing that we really want the kids to learn, understand, and apply to 
their own lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 
Lead into today’s lesson by discussing what the church is—and is not. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Review interesting pictures and facts about the global church. 

 
 

     

3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 
The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 

 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review today’s video teaching and then create a craft that emphasizes the body 
of Christ. 
 

5. Prayer Activity 8 minutes 
Discuss how we can be the hands and feet of Jesus on earth and then close in 
prayer together. 

 
 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents. Remember to give them take home cards! 
 

* Extendable activity 
 
 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies:  
• None 
 

Leader Tips:  
• Use the Conversation Starter to set the tone for your 

group’s time together. 
• Emphasize that the church is not a place—it’s the people! 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, gather them together in a group. 
b. Discuss:  

• What is the church?  
• What do you think it means to be a part of the 

church?  
• Are you a part of the church?  

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids share 
their answers with the people sitting closest to them or 
with everyone. 

d. Say, “We’re part of a church much bigger than The 
Meeting House [or insert the name of your church]. We’re 
part of the church that extends all around the world. 
Everyone who follows Jesus as Lord is part of this big 
church family. Sometimes, we call it being part of the 
body of Christ. Living for Jesus means being a part of 
his body, the church.” 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Churches 

Around the 
World” activity 
pages 

• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity:  
• Place the activity pages around your group’s space. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Direct the kids to group up with a leader or a friend who 

can read.  
b. Guide them to move from activity page to activity page, 

looking at the pictures, reading the information, and 
discussing the questions on the pages. 

 
 

     
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on the 

video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Prayer, Confession, and the Church | 

James 5) 
• Life Story (Jacob was born without a right arm but he 

never felt different from other people. He wasn’t 
treated differently and was always well supported 
growing up as a missionary kid in Japan. However, 
when he left to finish school in Canada, Jacob had a 
hard time connecting until he found his home in the 
body of Christ.) 
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4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Body of Christ” 

activity pages 
• Scissors  
• Brads 
• Markers 
• Pens 
• (Optional) Tape 

 

Leader Tips:  
• Offer to help the kids with spelling if needed. 
• Make sure everyone’s names are written on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group together. 
b. Discuss:  

• What is this month’s Key Verse? (Colossians 3:12) 
• What was the God Story about in today’s video?  
• What was the Life Story about?  

c. Say, “The church is often called the body of Christ. Since 
Jesus went to heaven, his followers work on his behalf on 
earth. We love, serve, and live like Jesus so the rest of the 
world can know him. We are like his hands and feet!”  

d. Give each person an activity page, scissors, and four 
brads. 

e. Place the other supplies where everyone can reach them. 
f. Direct everyone to write other people’s names on the 

arms and legs of the body on the activity page. 
g. Encourage them to colour or decorate the body.  
h. Instruct the kids to cut out the body and piece it together 

using the brads (see sample on right). Use tape if needed. 
i. As they work, highlight this week’s Big Idea: Living for 

Jesus means being a part of his body, the church. 

 
 
5. PRAYER ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Remain in your small groups. 
b. Discuss:  

• What’s one way you can be the hands and feet of 
Jesus in the body of Christ?  

• How can you love other people?  
• How can you serve other people?  

c. Prompt the kids to share their ideas and then pray for 
each person by name. Encourage everyone to pray for 
their small group friends, too. 
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6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Take home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
• Crafts 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place all take home materials where everyone can access 

them easily. 
 
Leader Tip: 
• Briefly tell parents about their kids’ experiences. Many 

parents will only hear about the morning from you. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids. 
b. Give take home and Key Verse cards to parents. 
c. Remind kids to take any crafts with them. 
d. Make sure the kids’ security numbers match parents’ 

numbers before they leave. 
 


