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HEAR 
 
 
 
God Story: 
Jesus Heals a Deaf Man | Mark 7:31-37 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus makes all the difference. 
 
Key Verse: 
“Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes  
me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.” | 
Mark 9:37 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• This week highlight that when people live for things like money, “stuff,” 

success, and so on, they are never satisfied. But when we live for Jesus, he 
really does make all the difference in our lives! 

• Take time to pray for the kids in your group before they arrive. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into the lesson by talking about the one thing the kids would bring 
with them on a wilderness adventure and what difference it would 
make. Introduce this week’s Big Idea and talk about the difference Jesus 
makes in our lives. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Play a trivia game that highlights the big difference everyday items can 
make in our lives. Emphasize that Jesus makes all the difference! 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and then create a craft that will remind the 
kids what they learned today. 
 

5. Key Verse Activity 8 minutes 
Practise welcoming one another and encourage the kids to live out the 
Key Verse. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Welcome sign 
• Clothespins 
• Yarn 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive place the welcome and Key 

Verse signs where everyone will see them.  
 
Leader Tips: 
• The signs will be used during the Key Verse activity. 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask: 

• If you were going on a wilderness adventure, 
what’s the ONE thing you would be sure to 
bring? 

• What difference do you think having it would 
make for you?  

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Jesus makes all the 
difference. No matter what’s going on in our lives, 
Jesus is what we need!  

e. Discuss: What difference does Jesus make in your 
life? 

f. Share your own age-appropriate example to kick off 
the discussion (e.g., knowing you are never alone). 
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2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Masking tape 
• Buzzers 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, tape a start line on the floor at 

one end of your group’s space. Make sure everyone 
will fit behind it.  

 
Instructions: 
a. Divide the kids into two teams.  
b. Line them up behind the start line. 
c. Place a buzzer on the floor in front of each team 

about two metres (six feet) away from the start line. 
d. Explain that you will ask a series of questions about 

everyday items that make a big difference in our 
lives. For each one, the first person in each line will 
race towards their team’s buzzer. Whoever hits the 
buzzer first gets to answer the question. If they 
answer correctly, their team gets a point. If they 
don’t know the answer, the other team gets a turn.  

e. Ask the following questions: 
• I make a big difference when you run a race. I 

help you go fast and protect your feet. What am 
I? (running shoes) 

• I make a big difference by helping keep your 
hands clean while you eat. What am I? (napkin) 

• I make a big difference when you have a lot of 
things to carry to school. What am I? (backpack) 

• I make a big difference in keeping your dog from 
running off while on a walk! What am I? (leash) 

• I make a big difference when you want to learn 
about what Jesus taught and said. What am I? 
(Bible) 

• I make a big difference when you catch a ball in a 
game of baseball. What am I? (baseball glove) 

• I make a big difference when it’s raining outside. I 
keep you dry! What am I? (umbrella) 

• I make a big difference when you want to go on a 

trip to a faraway place. What am I? (airplane) 
• I make a big difference when you’re collecting 

groceries at the store. What am I? (grocery cart) 
• My peace, love, and joy make a huge difference 

in the lives of everyone who follows me! Who am 
I? (Jesus!) 

f. Play as long as time permits. Add your own 
questions if there are more than twenty kids in your 
group. 

g. Keep track of the score and celebrate the winning 
team. 

h.  Emphasize the Big Idea: Jesus makes all the 
difference—no matter what is happening in our 
lives! 

 
 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Jesus Heals a Deaf Man | Mark 7:31-

37) 
• Life Story (Maya and her friends share stories 

about camping and being afraid.) 
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4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Leader’s Bible 
• Jesus Heals 

activity pages 
• Ear and mouth 

cutouts 
• Stickers 
• Glue sticks 
• Markers 

Leader Tip: 
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts.  
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 

c. Show the kids your Bible. Pass it around. 
d. Demonstrate how to look up Mark 7:33-35. 
e. Read the passage aloud. 
f. Discuss: 

• What do you think the man was excited to hear?  
• What do you think he said to Jesus? 
• Who do you think he ran to tell right away? 

g. Remind the kids that Jesus makes all the 
difference in our lives. He made a big difference for 
this man and he makes a big difference for us, too!  

h. Give each person an activity page, a mouth cutout, 
and two ear cutouts. 

i. Place the other supplies where everyone can reach 
them easily. 

j. Guide the kids to glue the cutouts onto the correct 
spots on the face on the page. 

k. Encourage everyone to colour their pages. They 
could also add stickers to represent some of the 
sounds the healed man could hear. 

l. As the kids work, emphasize what a difference it 
made for this man to be able to hear and speak! 

 

5. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone back into a large group close to the 

Key Verse sign. 
b. Read Mark 9:37 out loud. 
c. Explain that these are the words of Jesus! 
d. Ask:  

• Who does Jesus want to be welcomed? (little 
children) 

• Who sent Jesus? (God the Father)  
e. Note that when we welcome one another, Jesus 

says we’re actually welcoming him!  
f. Demonstrate welcoming (e.g., “It’s so great to see 

you! Is there anything I can help you with? I’m so 
glad you’re here!”). 

g. Guide the kids to find a partner. 
h. Encourage them to take turns welcoming each 

other as if one of them is new to church or school. 
i. To wrap up, gather the kids back together. 
j. Pray a blessing over them. Thank Jesus for how the 

kids have welcomed each other! 
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6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards and colouring pages to 

anyone who has not gotten one yet this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


