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Ruler 
 
Students are following the story of Joseph from the beginning of his life until he 
is reconciled with his family. The focus is on the ways God was at work through 
Joseph. This week highlights that when we stay close to the heart of God, he will 
help us do hard things like forgive people who hurt us. 
 
Big Idea: God helps us forgive those who have hurt us. 
 
Key Verse: “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against  
me?” | Matthew 18:21b (NLT) 
 
1. HANGOUT 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

 

Instructions: 
a. Discuss:  

• What stood out to you from today’s God Story or 
Life Story? Why? 

• Put yourself into Joseph’s shoes. How would you 
feel towards your brothers who threw you into a 
pit? Would you have been angry all those years? 
Why or why not? 

• Would you have forgiven your brothers when 
they came to you? What do you think you would 
have done? 

• Do you hold grudges? Why or why not? 
 

2. HEAR 
 
Supplies:  
• Bibles 

Instructions: 
a. Make sure everyone has a Bible. Share them if 

needed. 
b. Look up and read Matthew 18:21-35.  
c. Discuss: 

• What part of this passage stands out to you? 
• What’s the core message Jesus is trying to teach 

in this story? 
• What does this story mean for your life? 
• Do you forgive easily, or does it take you some 

time? 
• Why do you think people can hurt each other so 

deeply? 
• What does forgiveness look like to you? 
• Who is easy to forgive? Who is really difficult to 

forgive? 
 
3. HUDDLE 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Discuss: 

• Is there anyone you’re holding bitterness toward, 
and you need to forgive them right now?  

• Is there anyone you’ve hurt, and you need to ask 
them for forgiveness?  

b. Pray together about what your group shared. 
 


