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GREATEST 
 
 
 
God Story: 
The Greatest in the Kingdom | Mark 9:33-37 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus sees value in all people. 
 
Key Verse: 
“Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes  
me. And anyone who welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.” | 
Mark 9:37 (NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
• This week highlight that each person has infinite worth. God sees value in 

each of us! We all matter deeply to God. 
• Take time to pray for the kids in your group before they arrive. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Conversation Starter 2 minutes 

Lead into the lesson by talking about what happens when people are 
included or left out of something. Introduce this week’s Big Idea. 
 

2. Intro Activity 5 minutes 
Crisscross a ball of yarn around a circle while the kids share about 
themselves. Highlight the importance of each person in the web. 

 

      
3. Weekly Video  12 minutes 

The video includes host, God Story, Life Story, and Key Verse segments. 
 

 
4. Small Group Activity 12 minutes * 

Review the video teaching and then create a sunglasses craft that 
reinforces today’s lesson. 
 

5. Key Verse Activity 8 minutes 
Look for pieces of the Key Verse and them put them together to 
assemble a puzzle. 

 

 
6. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

* Extendable activity 
  



!
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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies: 
• Welcome sign 
• Clothespins 
• Yarn 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the kids arrive, use the clothespins and yarn 

to place the welcome sign where everyone will see 
it.  

 
Leader Tip: 
• The Conversation Starter is a great way to make 

everyone feel welcome and build community! Use it 
to set the tone for your group’s time together. 

 
Instructions: 
a. As the kids arrive, welcome them and gather 

everyone in a group. 
b. Ask: 

• Does everyone in your class play together or do 
people get left out sometimes? Why do you think 
that happens? 

• Have you ever been left out? How did it feel? 
• Have you ever tried to include someone who 

was left out? What happened?  
c. Depending on the size of your group, have the kids 

share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with everyone. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: Jesus sees value in all 
people. That means he loves everyone—including 
you! 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Ball of yarn 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit in a circle. 
b. Hold up the ball of yarn. Say your name and your 

favourite thing to do with family or friends.  
c. Grasp the end of the yarn and roll the ball to 

someone across from you in the circle. 
d. Ask that person to say their name and their 

favourite thing to do with family or friends.  
e. Prompt them to hold onto the yarn and roll the ball 

across the circle to someone else. 
f. Continue until everyone has had a turn. A web of 

string should have formed inside the circle. 
g. Thank the kids for telling everyone a little about 

themselves. Reflect on how each person is an 
important part of the web. Remind them that Jesus 
sees value in all people. That means Jesus knows 
and cares about each of the kids—they’re important 
to him and to you! 

h. If time permits, roll up the yarn and play again. This 
time, everyone can share what they want to be 
when they grow up, their favourite hobby, or their 
favourite animal. 
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3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Leader Tip:  
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as necessary. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (The Greatest in the Kingdom | Mark 

9:33-37) 
• Life Story (We’re back in the Central African 

Republic looking at the difference peace clubs 
make for people on opposing sides of a conflict.) 

 
 

 
 
4. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Sunglasses 

activity pages 
• Markers 
• Stickers 
• Scissors 
• Big Idea labels 

Leader Tip:  
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Discuss: 

• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was the God Story about? 
• Who does Jesus value? (Jesus sees value in all 

people.)  

c. Ask each of the kids to think of someone who Jesus 
thinks is important. It could be anyone! 

d. Pray, “Thank you, Jesus, that you see value in [name 
someone] and also in me!” 

e. Go around the circle and invite the kids to take turns 
praying, “Thank you, Jesus, that you see value in 
[name someone] and also in me!” 

f. Give each person an activity page. 
g. Place the markers, stickers, and scissors where 

everyone can reach them easily. 
h. Encourage the kids to decorate the sunglasses on 

their pages using the markers and stickers.  
i. Direct everyone to cut out their glasses carefully. 

Assist the kids if needed. 
j. Give each person a Big Idea label to stick onto their 

sunglasses. 
k. Guide them to fold the arms of their glasses and put 

them on! 
l. Explain that everyone they see through their new 

glasses is important to Jesus!  
m. Ask: Who can you see? 
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5. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Key Verse sign 
• Masking tape 
• Key Verse 

puzzle 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it. 
• Use masking tape to make a rectangle on the floor. 

Make it about half a metre by one metre (two by 
three feet) in size. 

• Scatter the Key Verse puzzle pieces all around your 
group’s space.  

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone back together. 
b. Guide the kids to find all the puzzle pieces and place 

them on the floor inside the taped rectangle. 
c. When all the pieces are found, direct everyone to 

work as a team to put together the puzzle inside the 
rectangle. 

d. Once they’re done, congratulate the kids on their 
teamwork! 

e. Have them sit around the puzzle. 
f. Ask for a volunteer to read the Key Verse out loud. 

Assist with reading as required. 
g. Emphasize that Jesus cares for everyone: from the 

youngest to the oldest and everyone in between!  
h. Prompt the kids to shout, “Everyone!” together after 

you ask them the following questions: 
• Who does Jesus love in your family? 
• Who does Jesus love in your school? 
• Who does Jesus love in our group? 
• Who does Jesus love in the world? 

i. Wrap up with a prayer. Thank God for each of the 
kids (by name if possible) and for seeing value in all 
people. 

 
 
6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Kids’ crafts 
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
• Key Verse cards 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any crafts and take-home materials where 

everyone can access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

kids’ experiences. Many parents will only hear about 
the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their kids.  
b. Give everyone take-home cards.  
c. Offer Key Verse cards and colouring pages to 

anyone who has not gotten one yet this month. 
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the security numbers match before the 

kids leave with their parents. 
 


