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Not the End 
 
Jesus came to show us God’s love and set up his kingdom. We see that in his life. We also 
see it in his death. Jesus’ death is an unassuming rescue. He rescues us from a life of 
selfishness, loneliness, and sin to an eternal life with God. He came to save us from sin, 
show us God’s love, and set up his kingdom. We are rescued! 
 
Big Idea: When Jesus returned to heaven, the story didn’t end. 
 
Key Verse: 35 …”My light will shine for you just a little longer. Walk in the light while you 
can, so the darkness will not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see 
where they are going. 36 Put your trust in the light while there is still time; then you will 
become children of the light.” | John 12:35-36 (NLT) 

 
1. HANGOUT 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

 

Instructions: 
a. Discuss: 

• Which story or movie had an ending that you thought 
was horrible? What happened? 

• Which story or movie had an ending that you loved? 
What happened? 

 

2. HEAR 
 
Supplies:  
• Bibles 

Instructions: 
a. Say, “In our video teaching, we learned about the end of 

the Gospel of Luke. Matthew tells us a little more about a 
discussion between Jesus and his disciples.” 

b. Make sure everyone has a Bible. 
c. Look up and read Matthew 28:16-20.  
d. Ask: does anyone know what this passage is called? (The 

Great Commission) 
e. Discuss:  

• Which three things does Jesus tell his disciples to do?  
• If we are also disciples, how does this commission 

apply to us? Do we have the same instructions? 
• What would you say to a friend who says, “But I’m 

only in Jr High! II can’t do this now. ’I’ll do it when I’m 
older”? 

• Who can you have an impact on now? 
• If the story isn’t over, what happens next?  

 
3. HUDDLE 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip: 
• The quiet time in this activity may be very brief for some 

groups and slightly longer for others. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Take some time to sit quietly together. 
b. Direct the students to ask God, “What would you like me 

to do next in your story?” It may be as simple as being 
kinder to someone this week or telling someone about 
Jesus. 

c. After they have had some time to pray, ask if anyone 
feels as if God is prompting or nudging them in some way. 

d. Pray for each student after they share. 
 


