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1. CONVERSATION STARTER 
 
Supplies:  
• None 
 

Leader Tips:  
• Use the Conversation Starter to set the tone for your 

group’s time together. 
• Be prepared to kick-start the discussion by sharing your 

own answers to the questions below. 
 
Instructions: 
a. As the students arrive, gather them together in a group. 
b. Discuss: 

• Have you ever watched a TV show or a movie that 
concluded with a “stay-tuned ending” (the show 
ended but the story didn’t wrap up)?  

• How did that make you feel or what did you think 
about it?  

• What did you want to know about what happened 
next?  

c. Depending on the size of your group, have the students 
share their answers with the people sitting closest to 
them or with the whole group. 

d. Introduce today’s Big Idea: When Jesus returned to 
heaven, the story didn’t end.  

e. Say, “Nope! Not over. Jesus told his disciples (followers) to 
wait on God’s promise of the Holy Spirit, and so they did. 
They stayed tuned...” 

 

2. INTRO ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Leader Tip:  
• Emphasize today’s Big Idea (When Jesus returned to 

heaven, the story didn’t end) and the cliffhanger 
ending coming up in today’s God Story. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Ask, “Does anyone know what a cliff-hanger ending is?” 
b. Explain that a cliff-hanger ends in a suspenseful way. It 

leaves the story unresolved and makes you want to know 
what happens next. 

c. Direct the students to pair up. 
d. Instruct partners to come up with the best cliff-hanger 

ending sentence they can think of.  
e. Have each pair of students share their ideas with the large 

group or select a few pairs to share as time permits. 

 
 

      
 
3. WEEKLY VIDEO 
 
Supplies:  
• Video file 

Instructions: 
a. Play the video. It contains: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Jesus Returns to Heaven | Luke 24:49-53) 
• Life Story (Moriah lost her leg due to bone cancer but 

her life did not come to a standstill. She got help from 
doctors, physiotherapists, and many other people. 
Today, she snowboards and coaches volleyball!) 
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4. ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Bibles  
• “God’s Story 

Cheat Sheet” 
activity pages 
 

Instructions: 
a. Discuss:  

• What was the Life Story about in today’s video? 
• What was today’s God Story about?  
• Can anyone remember this month’s Key Verse? 

(Colossians 1:13-14) 
b. Hand out the Bibles. 
c. Look up and read Luke 24:52-53.  
d. Discuss: 

• What happened just before this passage? 
• How do you think you would have reacted? Why?  
• Why do you think they praised and worshipped? 
• What thoughts may have gone through their minds?  

e. Say, “In the same way the story wasn’t over for the 
disciples, it hasn’t ended yet for us. We’re living it. We may 
feel distant from the story of Jesus living on earth and the 
disciples and early church, but the same Holy Spirit that 
lived in them, lives in those of us who follow Jesus.” 

f. Discuss: 
• If the story isn’t over yet, then what? What does it 

mean for how you live, love, and serve at home, 
school, and beyond? 

• Who may be waiting to hear the story for the first 
time? Who’s waiting for you to tell them about their 
place in the story? 

g. Give each student an activity page. 
h. Review it and discuss it as a group. Encourage students to 

take it home and learn from it. 
i. Pray together for people who need to hear about God’s 

big story. Pray that the students would be bold in sharing 
it and that they would see their own roles in this great 
story! 

5. ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• None 

Instructions: 
a. Ask everyone to close their eyes. 
b. Explain that you’re going to read something. Whenever 

you say the words “praise” or “worship,” the students 
should clap and cheer. At first, when you say the words 
“wait” or “waiting,” the students should yell, “Boo!” 
However, after you say the word “situation,” every time 
you say the words “wait” or “waiting,” the students should 
say, “Hmmm!” instead. 

c. Read: The disciples knew that they needed to wait 
[prompt everyone to yell, “Boo!”]. But who likes to wait 
[“Boo!”]? No one! But even though waiting [“Boo!”] is 
difficult, the disciples did what they were told to do, and 
praised [prompt everyone to clap and cheer] and 
worshipped [clap and cheer] during that time. Can you 
imagine what it’d be like to praise [clap and cheer] and 
worship [clap and cheer] God while you were waiting 
[“Boo!”] and waiting [“Boo!”]? Well, maybe it’s not such a 
bad idea. In Jr. High, we can often feel as if we’re waiting 
[“Boo!”]: waiting [“Boo!”] to be a teenager, or once a teen, 
waiting [“Boo!”] to start high school or drive a car, waiting 
[“Boo!”], waiting [“Boo!”], waiting [“Boo!”]. But have you 
ever thought about waiting [“Boo!”] on God for 
something? Maybe there is a situation going on and God’s 
answer to your prayer is “wait” [prompt everyone to say, 
“Hmmm!”]. Or maybe the waiting [“Hmmm!”] is an 
important part of a lesson you are learning as you mature. 
Or maybe waiting [“Hmmm!”] is God’s way of helping you 
rely on him more and more.  

d. Say, “Now end the sound effects! Psalm 27:14 says, ‘Wait 
patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait 
patiently for the Lord.’ [NLT]” 

e. Explain that the disciples waited patiently until the Holy 
Spirit came and gave them strength, power, and wisdom 
from God. The same Holy Spirit lives in every Christ-
follower today.  

f. Say, “Is there something you feel as if you’re waiting for 
from God? Talk to him about it right now.” 

g. Give the students time to pray quietly. 
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6. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Take home cards 
• Key verse cards 

Instructions: 
a. Take a few moments to pray for the students if you have 

not already done so.  
b. Remind everyone about any upcoming events or relevant 

announcements. 
c. Make sure the students have their take home materials. 
d. Ensure the adult teaching is over before dismissing the 

students. 
 


